Aubrey Sherwood of the De Smet News by Blegen, Dale
South Dakota State University 
Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional 
Repository and Information Exchange 
Electronic Theses and Dissertations 
1979 
Aubrey Sherwood of the De Smet News 
Dale Blegen 
Follow this and additional works at: https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/etd 
 Part of the Journalism Studies Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Blegen, Dale, "Aubrey Sherwood of the De Smet News" (1979). Electronic Theses and Dissertations. 4909. 
https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/etd/4909 
This Thesis - Open Access is brought to you for free and open access by Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research 
Access Institutional Repository and Information Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in Electronic Theses 
and Dissertations by an authorized administrator of Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional 
Repository and Information Exchange. For more information, please contact michael.biondo@sdstate.edu. 
AUBREY SHERWOOD 
OF THE DE SMET NEWS 
BY 
DALE BLEGEN 
. A thes is submitted 
in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the 
degree Master of Science , Maj or in 
Journalism , South Dakota 
State Univers ity 
19 79  
SOUTH DAKOTA STATE U IVER51TY LIB Y 
AUBREY SHERWOOD 
OF THE DE SMET NEWS 
This thesis is app roved as a creditable and independent inves ti-
gation by a candidate for the degree , Mas ter of Scienc e ,·and is accep t-
able for meeting the thes is requirements for this degree . Accep tance of 
this thesis does not imply that the conclusions reached by the candidate 
are neces sarily the conclus ions of the maj or department . 
Dr . Richard Lee 
Thesis Advisor 
Dr . Richard Lee 
Head , Journalism Department 
Date 
Date 
ol-ub"teg Ske"twooJ 
CONTENTS 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Chap ter 
I .  INTRODUCTION . 
Purpos e and Methodology . •. . • 
Formation of The News • • • • . • 
De Smet ' s  O ther Newspaper--The Kingsbury 
County Independent • • • • . • • 
C .  P .  Sherwood and The News 
Aubrey Joins The News . ' . 
II . SHERWOOD AND THE DE SMET NEWS 
III. 
A Newspaper Career Begins • 
The Son on His Own 
Aubrey 
Aubrey 
Aubrey 
the Bus inessman 
the Republican • 
the Editor : His 
S tyle . . • • • 
at Work . . • . 
Philosophy and . 
His 
Aubrey 
Aubrey 
Aubrey 
and the Competition 
Receives His Tribute 
THE PROMOTION OF HARVEY DUNN . 
A Friendship Grows 
The Exhibit • • . • 
The Gift to South Dako ta . • • • 
Dunn ' s  Career Ends 
The Promot ion Continues . • • • • • . 
IV • . THE PROMOTION OF LAURA INGALLS WILDER 
The Promot ion Begins • • . • . . . • 
The Formation of the Memorial Society . 
The Society Grows • • • • . • • 
The Promot ion Continues • 
The Pageant Begins 
The Wilder Home . • • • 
His torical Interes t Grows • 
Televis ion Lends Promotion Hand 
Socie ty Activity Continues 
. . .. . . . . 
1 
2 
4 
5 
6 
7 
11 
14 
16 
17 
21 
23 
27 
29  
31 
36 
36 
38 
40 
42 
4 4  
49 
50 
53 
55 
59 
60 
61' 
62  
65 
67  
Chap ter 
v. SUMMARY AND CONCLUS ION 
APPENDIX 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
7 1  
7 5  
7 7  
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
The author thanks Dr . Richard Lee , chairman , Depar tment of 
Journalism , South Dakota S tate University ,  Brookings , for his patient 
and kind guidance in the preparat ion of ·this paper . 
A special thanks to Aubrey Sherwood and his wife , Laura , for the 
many hours spent in interviews about the his tory of De Smet , The De Smet 
News and the act ivities they have been· involved in for so  many years . 
The author also thanks Gerr1 S turges , publisher , · The Arlington 
Sun , Arl�ngton , South Dakota , and John S it tner , pub lisher , The Lake 
Pres ton Times , Lake Pres ton ,  South Dakota ,  for adding their ins ight to 
the relationship between The News and the other newspapers in Kingsbury 
County . 
And a special thanks to my wife Lynne and our children , Ranie , 
Jerrud and Dana , for allowing me the freedom to complete this proj ect . 
Without their unders tanding and support completion would not have b een 
possible . 
DOB 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
When Aubrey Sherwood retired from publishing The De Smet News on 
April 17 , 19 7 7 , he had spent fif ty-s even .years at a j ob he d id no t 
expect to take . His father was editor of The News when young Sherwood 
graduated from South Dako ta S tate College in 1917 with · a maj or in 
agriculture . 1 " I  had o ther plans , "  Sherwood recalled . 
His plans changed , and during the years that followed Aubrey 
Sherwood amas sed a long lis t of s ignificant accomplishments . During 
his editorship he promo ted civic ac t ivit ies , commerce and the cul tural 
heritage of his hometown . He enj oyed a long and las t ing friendship 
with Harvey Dunn , prairie painter , and used his newspaper to promo te 
interes t in Dunn and his works . Sherwood was ins trumental in get ting 
Dunn to bring a collec t ion of his paintings to South Dako ta in 1950 . 
The artis t made a gift of thirty-five paint ings for a permanent collec­
tion at South Dako ta S tate Univers ity following their exhibition at 
De Smet . Other paintings have s ince been added to the collec tion . 
Sherwood used his newspaper to promo te the wri t ings of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder , author of the "Lit tle House" books , which have provided 
the bas is for the recent television series , "Little House on the 
Prairie . "  He was· ins trumental in forming the Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Memorial Socie ty , which has preserved the author ' s  heritage in De Smet . 
The Socie ty has served as a nucleus of De Smet ' s tourist indus try that 
is based on interes t in Mrs . Wilder . 
The sale of the newspaper in 19 77  brought to an end ninety-three 
years of publication by the Sherwood family in De Smet--a p er iod that 
began four years before S outh Dako ta became a s tate and grew through 
the p ioneering era and Great Depress ion into the space age o f  the late 
. 2 twentieth century . 
To unders tand fully Aubrey Sherwood and his contributions to 
De Smet , one mus t  look at the newspaper , its formation� its role in the 
conununity and the role of the father , Cqrter P .  Sherwood . All influ-
enced his long edi torship . And for Aubrey Sherwood , who is a man who 
unders tands and has reverence for the decision of his tory , they were 
all important . 
Purpos e  and Methodology 
The author has selected two maj or contributions by Sherwood for 
the focus of this paper--Sherwood ' s roles in developing the Dunn 
interests and the Wilder interes ts . In order to put thos e  efforts into 
perspective , the author will review the his tory of The News and provide 
a brief b�ography of Aubrey Sherwood , emphasizing the kind of editor 
and businessman he was . This will set the s tage for the exploring of  
2 
the relationship between Sherwood and Harvey Dunn and the years Sherwood 
spent promo ting the works of Dunn . The paper also will r ecord the 
manner in which Sherwood used The News to promote the works of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder and the touris t attrac tions in De Smet that tie to the 
Lit tle Town on the Prairie years . 
There is no chronicle of  Aubrey Sherwood ' s life excep t for feature 
s tories in the S ioux Falls Argus-Leader; Huron Daily Plainsman , 
Watertown Public Opinion , and Brookings Daily Regis ter . Further , the 
only known b iographical s tudy of a South Dako ta rural j ournalis t is a 
1969 master ' s thesis done at South Dakota State University by Kenneth 
Schaack , entitled George W. Hopp: Brookings County Press 187 9-1890 .
3 
3 
Information for this paper was coll�cted through recorded personal 
interviews with Sherwood on March 23, 19 78 , and February 3, 1979 , and 
through numerous unrecorded.conversations ; interviews with John S ittner 
and Gerry S turges , neighboring publishe�s at Lake Pres ton and Arlington 
on February 15-16 , 197 9 ; and conversations and interviews wi th other 
Sherwood associa tes . The file copies (bound volumes of  The De Smet 
News ) were researched from 1900-19 7 7 .  Other.documents , such as unpub­
lished speeches written by Aubrey Sherwood , were us ed as were the books , 
De Smet Yes terday and Today,  edited by Caryl Lynn Poppen , and The 
Prairie Is My Garden , wri tten by Robert . Karolevitz . 
This thesis should give·a better unders tanding o f  the contributions 
of Aubrey Sherwood , to De Smet and to the s tate of Sou th Dakota , and 
call attention to the inf luence a country editor can have b eyond his 
print shop . The paper s erves the author , who is now editor of The 
De Smet News , by providing a deeper understanding of the his tory of his 
newspap er and its connnunity . 
4 
Formation of The News 
The De Smet News was formed from the consolidation of The Kingsbury 
County News and The De Smet Leader in 189 1 . The Kingsbury County News 
was formed. on April 1 ,  1880 , when George· Mathews and J .  W .  Hopp hauled 
printing equipment to De Smet from Volga . They prought the equipment 
down the roadbed of the railroad j us t  before the track was laid . 
Mathews was a Brookings attorney ; Hopp · was a Brookings printer . They 
set up their equip�ent and began publishing a paper . There is no copy 
of their f irs t issue .
4 
The De Smet Leader was s tarted in 1883 by Mark Brown , son of the 
Reverend Edward Brown , who is mentioned in the Wilder s tories . Brown 
was minis ter of De Smet ' s f irs t church , the church that Charles P .  
Ingalls helped build . The younger Brown was soon j oined by Carter P .  
Sherwood , who had moved to De Smet from Whitehall , Wis consin , in 1882 .  
Brown ' s  heal th was poo r , and C .  P .  Sherwood became editor �f The Leader 
5 on February 7 ,  1885 , and publisher on Oc tober 31 , 1885 . 
The decade was marked by the arrival of the railroad . The Kings­
bury County towns of Arlington , Oldham , Lake Pres ton . and De Smet were 
plo tted by the railroad in 1880 , and people began to s et tle in them 
almo s t  immediately . D e  Smet was incorporated in 1883 , although it had 
b een named county seat in 1880 . The town at that time probab ly 
contained several hundred people and had 60 build�ngs ,  including many 
s till s tanding on Main S treet . The Dakota Territory was being sett led 
and was only a few years away from s tatehood . Men were indeed building 
their own futures .
6 
The Kingsbury County News and The De Smet Leader were published 
separately for a time and without change in ownership . But in the late 
5 
1880s , Mathews returned to his Brookings law prac tice , and Hopp sold his 
paper to C .  B .  MacDonald . In 1891 ,  C .  P. Sherwood and MacDonald merged 
their papers and renamed the resulting paper The De Smet News and 
Leader .
7 
The name was changed to The De Sme t News by February 1 6 , 1900 
(the firs t such newspaper in the files ) , and was pub lished by MacDonald 
and Sherwood until April 26 , 1901 , when_Sherwood was j oined by L .  W .  
Hubbard after Hubbard purchased MacDonald ' s share of the bus iness .  
C .  P .  Sherwood emerged as the sole owner of the paper with the April 1 7 , 
1903 ,  is sue .
8 
De Smet ' s Other Newspaper--
The Kingsbury County Independent 
Ano ther newspaper was s tar ted in De Smet in 1894--The Kingsbury 
County Independent , published by George W .  Lattin , a farmer and 
attorney . Fred Wright , immortalized as a country printer in an o il 
painting by Harvey Dunn , purchased The Independent in 1889 and published 
it for. thirty years . Wright was employed by C .  P .  Sherwood as a printer 
when Lattin decided to sell . Sherwood encouraged Wright to buy the 
paper . 
Aubrey Sherwood recalled : 
That s tarted a very unusual newspaper his tory . They 
were good friends and never competitive . They respected 
each other and each other ' s  pres ence . It was out of  that 
that Fred Wright , in the spring of 19 29 said : ' Carter , 
you told me ·that if I ever wanted to give up The Independen t 
that you ' d  like to have it . I decided las t night to give 
it up. You want it? ' Within two weeks we met with an 
attorney and Dad and I bought The Independent . 9 
Fred retired to a farm eight miles south of town . 
C .  P .  Sherwood and The News 
C. P .  Sherwood used his paper to boos t the community and the 
Republican party . In page one s tories as early as March 2 ,  1900 , he 
was endors ing Republican candidates and in la ter years would give the 
GOP front page exposure while g ivi�g no exposure at all to · the oppos i-
10 tion par ty . 
He was secretary o f  nearly every organization in De Sme t and at 
some time was . an officer of the savings and loan , creamery board , 
telephone board and l ibrary board . He was named South Dako ta ' s  f irst 
food and dairy cotmnis sioner , a political appo intment , but "Dad was 
never a political figure any more than I was , "  Aubrey said . 11 
Never theles s , the father ' s  influence was felt , and Aubrey Sherwood 
never in the columns of  his newspaper supported a Democratic candidate . 
(He did no t ,  however , devo te excess ive amounts of space to poli tics or 
the Republican par ty . ) 
The News began as an eight-column , four-page , broadsheet publica­
\ 
tion , published without headlines until June 5 ,  1903 , when s ome s tacked 
heads appeared for the f irst  time .
12 The News contained mos t ly local 
social news , but i t  also contained some preprinted news and cartoons 
ob tained from a syndication . 
In June , 1905 , the paper was changed to a six-column format and 
Wa • d . h 
13 s increase to eig t pages .  The News continued to us e the s ix 
6 
7 
column format throughout C .  P .  Sherwood ' s  publishing career and did no t 
change format until 1933  when a s even-column sys tem was used . The news-
paper adopted the e�gh t-column format , used until S eptember 1 2 ,  1 9 7 9 , 
with its February 22 , 1 9 61 , issue . 14 
News coverage remained bas ically unchanged from 1905 unt il 1914 ,  
when more attention was given world is sues as the Uni ted S ta tes entered 
World War I .  I t  was in 1914 . that the first picture , a war photograph , 
15 appeared . War pho tographs and cartoons appeared throughout United 
S tates involvement in the war ; by l917 the technical appearance of 
h t h i h h d . d . bl 16 p o ograp s n t e paper a improve noticea y .  
Aubrey Joins The News 
Aubrey j oined C .  P .  in 1919 as an as sociate editor .  He worked 
. 17 firs t as an area reporter covering purebred cattle sales . 
Af ter he j o ined the paper , there was more frequent use of head-
lines , and headline type was larger . And soon an editorial appeared , 
urging merchants to adopt a policy of consistent advertis ing becaus e ,  
the younger Sherwood wro te , more advertising made for a more interes ting 
and better read newspaper and all would gain from it. This was a fre-
d d . h. 
18 quent e itorial theme uring is career . 
Aubrey was given partial ownership in The News as a wedding 
present in 1925 , and he and his father continued to publish the paper 
until the father ' s  death on October 18 , 19 29 . C .  P .  Sherwoo d  was s ixty-
eight when he died and had been a part of the newspaper s ince 1883 . His 
passing was no ted with detail in a two-column s tory wi th picture on page 
19 one . (See appendix . )  
8 
Father and son had worked together for nearly ten years and during 
tha t time had improved the printing produc tion facilities o f  The News . 
A Chamberlain pres s wi th a Miller feeder was added to the j ob shop after 
Aubrey j oined the paper . Lino type compo�ing equipment was purchased , 
and Aubrey learned to operate it . The paper �tself was printed on a 
Babcock sheetfed pres s . 
To the casual observer,- it would s.eem that Aubrey Sherwood had 
inherited quite a valuable property . He· recalls , however , .tha t 
financially the paper was no t in good_ shape . The economy o f  the area 
was soon to slump into the Great Depression . Desp ite what would seem 
like a dif ficul t b eginning , The News remained solvent under Aubrey ' s  
editorship , and its circulation and number of pages per issue grew .  
In 19 53 , the firs t year for which the South Dako ta Pres s As socia-
tion has records of circulation and advertising rates , The News had 
1 , 631 subscribers and charged forty-nine cents a co lumn inch for its 
adver tising . When Sherwood sold the paper to Dale and Lynne Blegen on 
March 1 7 , 19 7 7 , it had a circulat ion of 2 , 109 and charged $ 1 . 12 per 
1 d i . 
20 co umn inch for its a vert sing . 
Eight-page pap ers were large issues when father and son wo rked 
together . The paper grew to an average of twelve pages per is sue , and 
during the mid-19 60s s ixteen-page issues were frequent . And there were 
occasional issues of twenty and twenty-four pages . Af ter Dale Coughlin , 
an adver tis ing salesman for The News for more than twenty-f ive years , 
lef t  the paper in 19 7 2 , advert is ing lineage declined , and issues of 
more than twelve pages b ecame increas ingly rare . 
9 
The sale of  The News to the Blegens in 1977  ended more than ninety-
three years of Sherwood involvement in publishing De Smet newspapers . 
I t  did no t end Sherwood involvement in De Smet civic organizations ; 
Aubrey Sherwood did no t retire from Main S treet . 
He had for years sold Dunn reproductions and what he called heri- · 
tage publications about De Smet and its early res idents. These 
publications included pos tcards and booklets about Laura Ingalls Wilder 
and o ther memb ers o f  the Ingalls and Wilder families . Also for years 
he had spent much of his time visiting with touris ts who were interes ted 
in Dunn and Mrs . Wilder . Af ter he sold The News he opened a small shop 
called Heri tage Items and received vis itors fulltime . 
His shop was j us t  three doors south of the newspaper for more than 
two years . But in May , 1979 , he los t his lease on his s torefront on 
Main S treet and moved to a location on a s ide s treet about one b lock 
north of the newspaper . 
1
Interview with Aubrey Sherwood , March 23 , 1978 . 
2 De Smet News , March 16 , 19 7 7 , p .  2 .  
3Journalism Abs tracts , Association for Education in Journalism , 
Vol . 1-13 (1963-75 ) ;  Master's Abs trac ts , University Microfilms , Inc . ,  
Ann Arbor ,  Mich . , Vol .  1-17 (1962-78) . 
4 
Aubrey Sherwood , 
Lynn Poppen (De Smet : 
5 Ibid . , p .  304 . 
6 
Ibid . , p .  12-13. 
De Smet Yes terday and Today, edited by Caryl 
De Smet News , 197 6 , ) p .  303 . 
7 
Interview , March 23 , 19 78 . 
p .  2 .  
8 
News , Feb . 16 , 1900 , p .  2; April 26 , 1901 , p .  2 ;  April 1 7 , 1903 , 
9Interview , March 23 , 1978 . 
10 News , March 2 ,  1900 , p .  l;  Aug . 1 ,  1902 , p .  1 .  
11 
Interview , March 23 , 19 7 8  . 
. 12  
News , June 5 ,  1903 . 
13
Ibid . , June 2 ,  1905 . 
14
Ibid . , June 12 , 1914 , p .  1 .  
15Ibid . , June 19 , 1914 , p .  1 .  
16Ibid . , Jan . 14 , 191 7 . 
17  
18 
19 
Interview , March 23 , 1978 . 
News , Feb . 20 , 1920 , pe 2 .  
News , Oc t .  25 , 1929 , p .  1 .  
ZO
Rate Direc tory , South Dako ta Pres� As sociation , 19 5 3  and 19 7 7  
issues . 
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CHAPTER II 
SHERWOOD AND THE DE SMET NEWS 
Aubrey Sherwood was born November 7 ,  1894 , to Car t er P.  and 
Elgetha Sherwood . He was the younges t of three sons and the only one 
to enter the newspaper publishing bus iness .  
Vincent , the eldes t Sherwood son, was born in 1889' and became a 
music salesman and formed the Sherwood M�s ic Co . in New York , N .  Y .  
Reginald , born in 1891 , ob tained a mas ter ' s  degree from South Dakota 
S tate College and a doc torate in chemis try from the University o f  
Minneso ta . He worked for the federal governm�nt during World War II , 
11 
was once head of the research laboratories at General Mills , and was 
vice pres ident of a division of S terling Drug Company when he retired . 1 
Life for the Sherwoods could be described a� genteel , based on a 
pho tograph of the family in its back yard about 1902 . The pho tograph 
shows a tennis cour t and Aubrey with a pony . 2 Aubrey recalls , as a 
young boy , riding horses of ten and running up and down the halls o f  the 
laboratory at S tate College while his father was food and dairy commis­
sioner . He also recalls working in The News print shop af ter school 
with his older bro thers .
3 
Aubrey graduat ed from De Smet High School in 1912 and received a 
bachelor ' s degree in agronomy from S tate College in 1917 . While a t  
college h e  worked in the bulletin department o f  the Extens ion Service 
and became acquainted with the editor of the Dakota Farmer . He was 
offered a j ob on that magazine af ter graduation , but he never took it . 
It  was while he was working in the bulletin department that he 
became interes ted in j ournalism and took some writing courses . There 
was no department of j ournalism at S tate College at that time . 
Before he graduated in 191 7 , he looked into ge tting an advanced 
12 
degree in j ournalism and wrote  to Columbia Univers ity and the University 
of Wiscons in , Madison . Sherwood recalled : 
I applied for a fellowship at Madison . There·was 
none . So I asked for a · j ob .  The department chairman 
wrote back and said he would find me some kind of j ob 
for s ixty dollars a month and I could receive my 
· 
mas ter ' s degree within two years . Then the war b roke 
out . 4 
Sherwood then spent s ix months at Hallock, Minneso ta , teaching 
agriculture in. high s chool . He spent ano ther s ix months as a f ield 
agent for the U .  S .  Bur eau of Entomology , as s igned to the Extension 
Service at S tate College . He worked in gras shopper control under an 
emergency appointment b ecause he had a high draf t numb er . He was then 
asked by the government to cons ider transferring to rodent control with 
the military in lieu of being drafted . He s tudied rodent control by 
correspondence for more than two months but was never commis sioned into 
act ion . 
Sherwood said : "I d ec ided they couldn ' t keep me hanging much 
longer . You couldn ' t enlis t ,  but you could get yourself induct ed if 
you could get your board to release you . " 5 For three weeks out of 
every month , the local draft board had control over prospec t ive draf tees. 
But dur�ng one week out of the month the prospec tive draf tee was free . 
It was during that free week that a friend told Aubrey that the Army 
13 
S ignal Corps needed mo torcycle riders and airplane mechanics . The pair 
went to S t . Paul , Minneso ta , for induc tion , and Aubrey was des ignated 
an airplane mechanic . 
Sherwood recalled : 
I had ridden motorcycles , but they took me as a 
mechanic . The Army made of men what it  wanted , that was 
the f irs t thing I learned . 
I told a young lieutenant who said they want e4 
mechanics that day that .I ' m no t a mechanic and I ' m no t a 
woodworker . Well , he said , we ' ve go t no problem with 
you , Sherwood .  You ' ve had manual training . I said,. no , 
I haven ' t had manual training . Well , he said , you must 
have had some in h igh schoo l . No , I said , they didn ' t 
have that in my high school. Weil ,  you mus t  have worked 
for a carpenter in the sunnner time , he replied . I said , 
no , I rode horses in the summer . Well , he said , what ' s 
the difference between a rip saw and a cross cut saw? I 
couldn ' t be that d im .  They made a mechanic out of me agd 
before I was through I could make a three-in-one s trut . 
Aubrey entered the Army Air Corps in 1918 , immediately applied for 
flight training , and was ass igned to ground schoo l at Urbana , Illinois . 
By the time he graduated , the Armis tice had been s igned . He returned 
to De Smet . 
He could no longer teach because certification requirements had 
changed . He s till had the offer to j oin the Dakota Farmer . But his 
mother had b roken a hip and his brothers were no t living in the area 
and already had careers of their own . The family in De Smet needed 
help . 
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A Newspaper Career Begins 
A job with the U .  S. Department of Entomology was offered if 
Aubrey would accept a transfer to Massachusetts. Sherwood described 
the situation: 
It seemed to me that whatever I could offer the 
Dakota Farmer I could offer a newspaper . My dad said: 
'You ' ve got $1, 750 salary a year with the Department 
of Entomology. You can ' t make that here . '  I wrote to 
the two brothers. They couldn't give me any advice, 
but they did realize that dad had a-heavy load.7 
14 
So late in 19 19, Aubrey joined his father in publishing The De Smet 
News. And on January 20, 1920, his name appeared as associate editor 
in the masthead. His appointment elicited this comment from the Volga 
Tribune: 
The De Smet News is now forty years old, and under 
the management of C .  P. Sherwood and his son Aubrey it 
has never been as good a paper as it is today, and that 
is saying a good deal. Long may it and its publishers 
live and pros�er is the wish of all newspaper men of South Dakota . 
The paper did prosper . A Chamberlain press with a Miller feeder 
was purchased to print sales catalogs for the many purebred cattle 
breeders in the area. Aubrey worked as an outside man, covering stories 
throughout the county and helping to sell advertising and printing. 
"There was never any salary. I was living at home like a school boy and 
Dad and I were buying clothes and automobiles, but everything else was 
going into equipment, " Sherwood said . 9 
In 19 23, Laura Engrebretson, a Garretson native with a degree from 
State College, came to De Smet to teach school . She and Aubrey met and 
dated and were married June 2 7 ,  1 9 25. 
Sherwood recalled: 
We were driving around one night and I said, here 
we're going to be married, and you have no idea whether 
I have any income. 'No, ' she said, 'I don't know any­
thing about it. You can tell me if you want, but I 
haven't asked you. So she didn't ask and I didn't tell 
her.10 
The business went well during the first years of their marriage. 
A daughter, Phyllis, was born. aut by 19 29, after the purchase of The 
Independent in June and a Model 14 Linotype that summer, things began 
to sour. 
On July 22,  19 2 9 ,  a gasoline burner in the rear shop of The News 
exploded, and the resulting fire burned the plant, damaging the entire 
building and much of the equipment. Production of the paper was moved 
to The Independent plant. The Sherwoods were in the process of con-
15 
solidating the pap ers at the time of the fire. The Independent's Lino-
type had been sold. I t  was held back from its purchaser and put into 
operation so The News could continue publication. Not an is.sue was 
11 missed. 
Additional stress was placed on Sherwood because Laura was pregnant 
and his father had taken ill� C .  P. Sherwood died in October, and a 
few days later, Mary, the Sherwood's second daughter, was born. 
Sherwood commented : 
If anyone had a year of hell, we'd had it. Fortu­
nately we had Smitty (Regnald Smith, a man who worked for 
The News for forty years) . I'm sure people thought he 
was a partner. I once sounded him out on that. But all 
he said he wanted from us was a paycheck.12 
Sherwood's mother had died two years earlier on January 12, 19 2 7 , 
and neither of his two brothers expressed an interest in the paper. 
16 
Aubrey had received one-quarter interest in The News as a wedding gift, 
and after his father's death he and Laura closed the estate and became 
the sole owners of the paper. It was a debt-ridden business in 
October , 1 9 2 9 .  The paper contained little advertising . Subscriptions 
were hard to collect in cash. And there was a need to rebuild the 
plant following the fire. 
Sherwood recalled: 
The at torney we closed it up with said, ' I  suppose 
the people of De Smet think you ' ve inherited a business . 
With all respect t o  you , if you can make this thing go , 
you deserve everything you get out of it.•13 
The Son on His Own 
Despite the dismal financial conditions , improvements were made in 
the town and in the newspaper in 19 29. �e Smet got electric street 
lights. And Aubrey began a push to make merchants out of the store-
keepers of De Sme t . 
There was little advertising in the paper when Aubrey became sole 
owner , and there was little money. "We bartered for subscriptions and 
ads , "  he said.14 He encouraged storekeepers to buy merchandise in 
quantity and use his newspaper to advertise their products t o  sell 
their products quickly and throughout_ the year. A dry goods and 
grocery merchant, Paul Bouchard, helped by buying twenty-two full page 
ads in one year. He also bought several ads that �ere nearly a full 
page and several smaller ones. Sherwood said , "That did for The News 
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what purebred livestock d id for the printing in De Smet." Sherwood 
sought advertising on the street and through his own publication by 
using large ads promoting the paper's services. 
A number of services and editorial features present in The News 
today appeared in 1930 . In that year , the first Early Files column 
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appeared. An advertisement noted that The News provided its advertisers 
with cut outs of their advertisements to be used as point-of -sales 
posters to encourage buying throughout the week. The first story about 
the Ingalls appeared. I t  was f ollowed by hundreds of I ngalls stories 
. 16 during the years of Sherwood's editor�hip . 
By 1933 there was heavy use of pictures of national figures , and 
maps , graphs and cartoons were used to illustrate news stories. 
Editorials dealt wit h  national issues such as relief f rom t he depression 
and the value of the Work Progress Administration, the need for agri-
culture to do a better job of marketing its products , and t he need for 
a free press. Editorials were changed from a single-column format in 
1 7  19 33 to the two-column f ormat found in the newspaper today. 
Aubr-ey the Businessman 
The economy was �agging in De Smet as elsewhere , and a news story 
noted that ad rates were reduced twice during 19 32 and 1933  ( although 
the stories never mentioned how much rates were reduced, and there are 
no other records of rates). Subscribers were offered bargains thr�ugh 
"clubbing , " the of fering of other publications in addition to The News 
for one low subscription price. The Minneapolis Journal , a daily , and 
The News cost eight dollars a year. McCall ' s  magazine and The News were 
18 
available for two dollars and fifty cents a year, and for three dollars 
a year subscribers could rece.iv.e McCall's , Redhook and The News. 18 
Clubbing with other publications was not the only maneuver used by 
Sherwood to build his subscription list • . When The Independent was 
purchased , combined subscriptions totaled· 1, 000-1_, 200. But few were 
paid in cash and even fewer were cash in advance . Subscription lists 
were bolstered by offering thirteen months of The News for the price of 
twelve if the subscription was paid by the second Saturday .of the month 
in which it was due. This tactic was used for four or five years , and 
by the end of that period eighty-five percent of subscriptions were paid 
in advance. 19 Other newspapers borrowed the idea. 
Collection of advertising revenues was always a problem , and 
Sherwood did not advocate a publisher attempting to collect slow 
accounts himself. Instead, he advocated hiring an attractive school 
girl to make the contacts . 
Sherwood recalled his recommended approach : 
Have her go to the manager or owner of a store when 
he's not occupied. Approach him and say 'I have your 
monthly account for The De Smet News, ' hand it to him and 
don ' t say another word . If he starts talking about the 
weather or the pretty dress you've got on, stand there 
and stare him down because men don't like to admit to a 
nice young lady that they won't pay a bill. 20 
The system worked and collections improved. 
During World War I I , Laura taught school in De Smet. She taught 
for three years, although Aubrey never liked it because it made house-
keeping difficult for her. She cleaned house and washed clothes on 
Saturdays . Sundays were always reserved for church and reading at the 
Sherwood household . "I was so happy one day when she said, ' I ' ve told 
the school board I ' m  not interested in teaching another year . ' And I 
said, Thank you . I think we can m_anage without, " he said . 21 Shortly 
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after that she started working at The News three days a week, gathering 
local social items and reading proof . The Sherwood daughters also 
helped at the paper by reading proof and doing odd jobs in the print 
shop . But Laura mainly devoted herself to her family and home and was 
active in the community . 
She joined several organization& and was asked to join the local 
bridge club . "She loves to play bridge and can ' t understand why I won ' t  
play . I can ' t  af ford to see someone else suf fer, and I ' m not going to 
play a game that someone can lose a friendship over, " Sherwood said . 22 
Aubrey sold advertising himself much of the time during the f irst 
years he owned the paper . He hired an intern from State College, but 
the intern did not work out . The intern read magazines in the park 
instead of attempting to sell advertising, Sherwood said . "I didn ' t  
know until af ter I let him go he was doing that . How could I ?  I was 
d k k k . h. u
23 own wor ing, not up in the par eeping my eye on 1.In .  
He tried several other persons in advertising sales, but had 
little luck finding a person who could really produce and work as 
though he owned a part of the paper . He finally found that person in 
Dale Coughlin, a printer in the back shop of The News, who asked whether 
he could try to sell . Co.ughlin was with The News for twenty-five years 
and spent more than twenty-three of those years as an advertising sales-
man . By all accounts it was Coughlin who was largely responsible f or 
the economic well-being of the paper . 
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Sherwood credits the choosing of Coughlin as an ad sales person to 
advice given him by his father: 
Dad always told me not to trust anyone who had not 
been an employee and who did not know your business to 
represent you on the street. Dale had been an employee 
and did know our business. It worked well. 24 
Sherwood was progressive when it came to employing new, but tested, 
ideas, both for himself and for De Smet . The town was without sanitary 
sewer during his early years as a publis?er. He pushed editorially for 
installation of a sanitary sewer, and two years later it became a 
25 reality. 
In 1947 De Smet was in "The Heart of Pheasant Paradise, " and hunt-
ing was a booming industry bringing in thousands of dollars to De Smet 
residents . Sherwood could foresee the day when hunting would wane and 
editorialized that while pheasant hunting was good, new and more stable 
industries were needed. 26 Some small industries began to move into 
De Smet in the early 1 9 60s, and Sherwood was a charter member of the 
De Smet Development Corporation, a group whose purpose was to attract 
even more industry to town. The group has been successful. There now 
are Alfalfa Feeds, Inc. , a manuf acturer of alfalfa feed products; 
De Smet Farm Mutual Insurance Company of South Dakota; Lyle S_ign Com-
pany, a manufacturer of reflective highway s_igns; Raven Industries, 
makers of sportswear; a Good Samaritan Center; and De Smet Rendering 
Company. 
Sherwood also adopted new methods and new equipment for The . News. 
Several additions of equipment were made through the years in the job 
pri.nting plant. A Harris s-7L Sheet-£ ed off set press was acquired in 
1959 to print the newspaper itself . The Harris press was put to use 
early in 1960 and made The News one of the firs t full- s iz ed South 
Dako ta newspapers to be printed by offset . 2 7  The fac t that it was 
printed off set was proudly reported in t4e flag (near the name of  the 
newspaper on the front page) until 1979 . · A news s tory announced the 
purchase of the press and reported it would print three times fas ter 
than the old letterpress in use and promised better picture quality . 
The bet ter p ic ture quality came as promised .  
Aubrey the Repub lican 
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Aubrey Sherwood was a s taunch Republican ,  j us t  as his father before 
him had been . He worked hard for the par ty , supported mos t  national . 
ideas editorially , but never sought any special favors or paid party 
pos itions . He was conservative , believing in home rule , les s  central­
ized government , the need for bo th guns and fo�d in a foreign aid 
program and the need to fight Communism wherever it  exis ted . The 
Republican tone of his beliefs came through strongly b o th through the 
coverage devoted to Republ ican party members and issues and through the 
lack of coverage o f  Democratic party ideas . He did no t ,  however , 
editorially endorse candidates (although there was little doub t as to 
which candidate he supported) . 
He says now tha t he is sorry there was so much Republican news in 
the paper for so many years but j us tifies it by adding : "This was a 
Repub lican area . "
28 
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It was as a veteran par ty member that Sherwood firs t met Karl 
Mundt , a candida te for Congres s in 1938 . (Sherwood said in an int erview 
that Mund t was a school teacher and adminis trator at Bryant , a town near 
De Smet , when he first ran for the House . o f  Representatives . But Mundt 
had lef t Bryant in 19 2 7  and had taught for ten ye.ars at  General Beadle 
T ach r C 11 . Mad. b f . 1. . )
29 e e s o ege in ison e ore entering po itics . 
Mundt served in the House from 1938 unt il his res ignation in 1948 , 
when he was appo inted to fill the Senate seat vacated by· the death of 
Harlan J .  Bushfield and the res ignation of Vera C .  Bushf ield . He served 
in the Senate until he d id no t seek reelec tion in 19 72 . Mund t died in 
Washington , D .  C . , Augus t 16 , 1974 , and was buried in Madison , South 
Dakota .  
It was during Mundt ' s  early poli tical career that Sherwood became 
acquainted wi th him ,  and he visited Mundt on his frequent trips to 
Washington , D .  C . , as the wes tern representative of Greater .weeklies , 
an organizat ion des igned to s treng then weeklies in the nat ional adver-
tising marke t .  The two men corresponded frequently , and Mund t ' s 
Congress ional column appeared regularly in The News between 1940-53 . 
His stands on various pieces of legislation provided some editorial 
material for Sherwood , and those editorials were always supportive . 
In 1956 Mundt was given the honor of choos ing the U .  S .  represen-
tative to a North Atlantic Treaty Organizat ion (NATO) tour o f  Norway 
and Denmark. Mund t chose Sherwood . "I think it quite natural he cho se 
me , " Sherwood said , referring to the years of friendship the men 
shared . 30 
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Laura accompanied Sherwood and eight j ournalists  from o ther NATO 
countries on a f ive-week tour early in June , 1956 . The News was f illed 
with reports of what the Sherwoods saw and did during their trip . 
Lit tle was said about NATO itself , howev�r .
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Aubrey the Editor ; 
His Philosophy and His S tyle 
The newspaper apparently continued·to prosper , and ·according to 
rate bulletins of the South Dakota P�ess Association , circulat ion of 
The News grew from one thousand three hundred in 1956  to two thousand 
one hundred thirty in 19 7 7 . The paper was filled with country corre­
spondence and local social items and responded heavily to a readership 
that liked to see its name in print . "People always s ay they don ' t 
want their names in the pap er . But they always like it  when they are . 
I t  ties the individual t o  the community , "  Sherwood said . 3 2 
The purpose of the paper was to serve the people and report the 
news , which Sherwood described as the bir ths , deaths and accomplish­
ments of the p eople o f  the area . 
Names made the newspap er , he said , and that was why he p laced· 
heavy emphas is on correspondents ' repor ts and at one point even used 
school children in the circulation area to write report s  from their 
neighborhoods . It  was an exercise that Sherwood believed helped the 
children learn to obs erve and to write about what-they learned . I t  
helped his newspap er by providing news from a large area . 
He describes the role of a country editor : 
A country publisher day-by-day , week-by-week is 
involved with all p eople in the community . You have 
the opportunity to be of s ervice to them by repor ting 
their ac tivities , the births , deaths and so on . 3 3  · 
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Sherwood rarely attended a s chool board or city commission mee ting ; 
he report ed those governmental act ions from the official minutes . But 
he was a frequent visi tor to county commiss ion meetings , and he always 
reported all the county cour t news . No one was spared h.is name in 
print if he was involved in cour t .  
"My dad told me that if you don ' t  meet your ob ligations , they ' ll 
b e  snapp ing at your heels the res t of your life and any week you put it 
off makes it twice as bad , "  Sherwood said of the necess ity of  print�ng 
34 all the court new.s . A trait  of his that annoyed some p eople (a 
prac �ice that changed wi th the sale of the paper , a change that was 
commended by those it annoyed) was his ins istence on placing driving 
while intoxicated convic t ions on page one . "I tried to let people know 
there were cer tain things that deserved display on page one , "  he said . 35 
Sherwood was and is a tee to taler . 
The De Sme t News was as modern-appearing as mos t  other weekly news-
papers in South Dako ta during Sherwood ' s  editorship . He tried to follow 
the lates t trends in typography . But the newspaper was no t the neat ly 
packaged product frequently found among newspapers today . 
The only cer tainties each week were that the editorial would b e  on 
page two and that d�iving while intoxicated s tories would appear on page 
one . Front page makeup was hard to follow . Pho tographs were oftentimes 
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placed on the page without connec tion to the s tory they illus trated . 
If a s tory was too long for one column , it would be run to the bo ttom 
of the column and then b e  moved over , usually to the right , and 
finished . One could never be certain , however ,  whether the s tory would 
be in the next column , or over two or three columns . And one could 
never be certain whether the remaining paragraphs would be at the bottom 
of the page or somewhere near mid-page •. 
Headlines frequent ly contained phonetic spellings for .such wo rds 
as bought , brought artd thought . Sherwood said someone s tarted tha t 
s tyle of headline writing and he liked it , but he could no t remember who 
s tarted it . 3 6  Verb headlines (headlines beginning with a verb) were 
also common . One such headline said : "Bro t home spelling honor to 
county . "3 7  Sherwood today thinks bro t ,  bot and tho t spellings are a 
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good idea in headlines bu t no t in body copy . 
Headline s .tyles changed throughout the years . In the 19 30s and 
1940s , s tacked , double-legged headlines (maj or heads with two minor 
heads in smaller type beneath them) were common . 
S tacked headlines disappeared from The News during the 1950s and 
19 60s and reappeared in the 1970s . 
The following is a brief his tory of the headline s tyles used in 
The News : 
1930s 
Patriot ic Organizations 
Arrange for Sunday 
Memorial Services 
Pay Tribute· to Soldier 
Dead in Two Services 
But One Civil War 
Veteran to Jo in in 
Decorating Graves 
39 
1940s 
Members 45  4-H Clubs 
to Join in Competition 
on Achievement Days 
26 
Committees are Named 
for Club Competition 
County S eat Hos t  
Annual Event Next 
Wedn ' day , Thursday 
1950s 
19 60s 
19 70s 
Achievement Days Aug· . 23 , 24 ;  
D e  Smet b e  Hos t  Annual Event 
S chool Reorganization Be Subj ec t 
County-Wide Mee·ting Monday 
De Smet played hos t  to two grea t events 
Attendance at School Reunion 
exceeded commit tees hopes 
Weather contributed all day , 
shower cut evening crowd 
The mos t  common treatment of s tories under the s tacked head s tyle 
was to have two legs of type split by a picture with the main headline 
over it . The minor headlines would appear over the individual legs of 
type . 
40 
41 
42 
43 
Ano ther Sherwood edi t ing trait was the rambl�ng lead and the comma 
splice sentence . For example , in an editorial headlined English to be 
International Language , Added Reason for Good Grammar , Few Innovations , 
he wrote: 
The English language is moving along rapidly as an 
international language, so a press release informs us, 
this coming as no great surprise after we learned six 
years ago that it had been adopted as the official 
language of the North Atlantic Trea�y Organization, re­
quired to be used by all personnel in every area except 
the office at Paris where the number·of French employees 
made this hardly possible.4 4 
Aubrey at Work 
Sherwood's writing was frequently unclear, and no one, he felt, 
could write as well as he could, and no one, not even Regnald "Smitty" 
Smith, who worked in his back shop for forty years, could compose a 
headline as well as he could. 
He claimed to be able to operate every piece of equipment in the 
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shop, although no one still living who w0rked for Sherwood remembers his 
ever running a press. Sherwood claimed that during World War II he ran 
the presses himself because help was difficult to get. Fred Wright, in 
his waning years, used to run the Babcock letterpress that was used to 
print the paper, and, as the story goes, his pipe would let go a puff 
of smoke each time he fed a sheet into the press. Smitty apparently 
ran the job shop presses during that period. 
Sherwood is a small man, about five feet, two inches tall, and he 
probably never weighed m0re than 130 pounds. He wore glasses, even when 
he was quite young, and was not cut out for physical labor and rarely 
did any. 
He did, however, learn to run the Linotype but needed help to 
change the heavy brass-filled magazines when a different type font was 
needed. 
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In the last years the Model 14 Linotype was used, its mats would 
stick in the chute, and Sherwood would hammer on the brass magazine with 
his pica pole. The belt would also slip and the machine would not turn 
over. His employees described him as an.elfish figure alternately 
beating on the Linotype magazine with his· pica p�le and running behind 
it to help the pulley, which drove the machine, move under the slipping 
belt. 
None of his former employees described his work habits as orderly. 
News releases cluttered his desk, spilled onto the floor, and were piled 
on other work tables throughout the shop. When his desk was moved from 
a small room �o that a new photo typesetting machine could be installed, 
an employee wondered what had happened to the roll top desk that had 
sat in the room. The desk was never a roll top model; it was simply 
piled high with news releases. 
Sherwood started many projects in a day but rarely fin�shed any. 
Former employees said he would begin working on page one for the next 
issue almost immediately after the current week's issue was printed, 
and he would make and remake the page right up to the last minute. The 
front page was rarely ready for the press before 3:30 p.m. Wednesdays. 
The mail left De Smet at 5: 00 p.m., and workers said it was always 
difficult for them to get the paper in the mail on time.45 
The last twenty or so years he was publisher, more and more of his 
time was spent greeting Wilder and Dunn visitors and showing them around 
De Smet. And after a full day at the office, Aubrey and Laura would 
often go out socially. They rarely missed a wedding, an anniversary 
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open house, funeral, school play or athletic event, even when he was in 
his eighties. Into retirement the Sherwoods have kept a full social 
calendar. 
Aubrey and the Competition 
Other Kingsbury County publishers describe Sherwood as a good news­
paperman, aggressive competition and an unceasing promoter of his home­
town. 
John Sittner, publisher of The Lake Preston Times, described 
Sherwood as historically oriented--a traditionalist--who editorially 
held to three subjects : Wilder and Dunn (seen as one subject) ,  Karl 
Mundt, and historical preservation. (There is ample evidence in The 
News files to support Sittner's observation that Sherwood editorialized 
frequently about Wilder, Dunn and historical preservation . There is 
less evidence of the frequency of Karl Mundt as a subject.) 
Sittner purchased The Times on September 1 ,  19 5 6 , and met Sherwood 
shortly after he began publishing the neighboring paper. He described 
Sherwood as an aggressive businessman who competed unceasingly for 
advertising and circulation. But his competitiveness was always above­
board and fair, Sittner said. 
Sittner and Sherwood shared a stormy relationship for many years 
because of Sherwood's reaction to Sittner's move to acquire subscribers 
in the Oldham area about 19 59 or 1960 . Sherwood had purchased the 
circulation of the Oldham Register some years before Sittner came to 
Lake Preston. Sittner took a good portion of that circulation away from 
Sherwood when he convinced the banker in Lake Preston to purchase a 
subscription for every depositor at the Oldham bank . The Lake Preston 
b anker owned the banks in both Oldham and Lake Preston and went along 
with the plan, purchasing subscriptions . for one cent over one-half 
their regular price. 
Sherwood found out about the subscription purchase plan and filed 
a complaint with postal authorities . When the matter was finally 
settled, Sittner had to pay transient second class rates on the Oldham 
circulation for one year. It cost him one hundred forty-five dollars 
and "colored our relationship for years . I regret us. getting off on 
46 the wrong foot. " 
Gerry Sturges, publisher of The Arlington Sun, has known Sherwood 
since the early 1 9 30s. Sturges' father, Hal, and Sherwood exchanged 
setting the county legals, and Sturges first met Sherwood when he 
brought work over to The De Smet News . 
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"He was always very cooperative . But he never let you forge.t that 
4 7  De Smet was Kingsbury County, " Sturges said . 
Sturges described Sherwood in his younger years as a thorough, 
sonscientious reporter who was always sure of his facts before going to 
press. " In the last few years his ability slipped . But with the 
exception of the last few y ears, he was almost 'Mr. South Dakota Weekly 
Newspaper, ' the Fred Christopherson [ one-time publisher of the Sioux · 
] 1 " s . d 48 Falls Argus-Leader of week y newspapers, t�rges sa1 • 
I 
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Aubrey Receives His Tribute 
While his writing and logic may not have been polished and he may 
not have been able to perform every function in the shop, as he claimed, 
it did not stop the community from reading The News, and it did not 
lessen their love for their editor. In 19 73 the . community gathered in , 
the high school audit orium to pay tribute to Sherwood's more than fifty 
years as editor with an Aubrey Sherwood Appreciation Day, bet ter known 
as Aub's Day. The C hamber of Commerce coordinated the event, and signs 
were displayed all across the auditorium stage with what Sherwood des-
cribed as "the most clever wordings of recognition for the publisher 
that it has taken him an hour of the afternoon and two rolls of film to 
record for souvenirs of the occasion. 1 149 
Speakers included Charles Card, publisher of the Britton Journal ; 
Sid Glanzer, a professional photographer and friend of Sherwood ; Dale 
Coughlin of Watertown, a former employee ; and former Governor Sigurd 
Anderson of Webster. Sherwood told the crowd of his long association 
with employees Regnald Smith, Dale C oughlin and Craig Munger. 
In an editorial the following week, Sherwood said: 
What a home town to return to and put in my years ! 
And how those years, and the many persons with whom I have 
been privileged to be associated came through my mind that 
night after The News in an under cover operation announced 
an appreciation day for me ! 
For the idea itself, the planning and execution, I 
cannot repeat enough the thanks I and my family feel. To 
that marvelous group--the Chamber of Commerce Committee-­
goes our appreciation for an evening and a gathering we 
will treasure the rest of our lives. 
Undercover had relieved me of the initial announce­
ment, and a contributed news story for the next issue, 
but to the editor is left the report expected--and due--
this week. S pace limitations prevent the pictures I 
would like to use. They come later. 
The miles traveled and the evening given over to 
the occasion and the expressions made are beyond the 
fondest dreams that could come as the day approached. 
Thank you, all • • •  thank you.50 
Not only had S herwood edited the co�unity's newspaper for more 
than fif ty years, he had been a member of the First Congregational 
Church, De Smet American Legion Post 138 and De Smet Lodge No. 5 5  for 
more than fifty years. He also is a charter member of the De Smet 
Kiwanis, a charter member of the South Dakota Arts Council, a past 
president of the S outh Dakota S tate C ollege Alumni Association, and a 
past president of the S outh Dakota Press Association. He has received 
numerous newspaper awards in S outh Dakota . 51 
But it has only been in the past several years that De Smet 
residents and South Dakotans generally have become aware of S herwood's 
contribution to the promotion of Harvey Dunn, the prairie painter, and 
of Laura Ingalls Wilder, author of the Little House books. For more 
than twenty- five years he promoted these two South Dakota artists 
through the pages of his newspaper, through personal appearances, and 
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through constantly reminding f ellow De Smet residents of the importance 
of these two artists who immortalized the De Smet area b y  canvas and 
word. 
On April 1 1 , 1 9 7 6, he was honored with the Artistic Achievement 
C itation presented by the Memorial Art Center, S outh Dakota S tate Uni-
versity, for "continued support of the Arts in South Dakota, in parti-
cular his support of the paint�ngs of Harvey Dunn and the literature of 
Laura Ingalls Wilder." 52 
1 Sherwood, De Smet Yesterday and Today, p. 118. 
2 Ibid., p .  1 1 7. 
3Interview, March 2 3, 1 9 7 8. 
4 Ibid. 
5Ibid. 
6Ibid. 
7Ibid. 
8 News, Jan. 1 6, 19 20, p. 2. 
9 rnterview, March 23, 1 9 7 8. 
lOibid. 
11 
12 
News, July 2 6, 1 9 2 9 ,  p. 1. 
Interview, March 23, 19 7 8. 
13 Ibid. 
14 
15 
News, Nov. 8 ,  19 2 9 ,  p. 1. 
Interview, March 2 8, 19 7 8. 
1 6Ibid. 
1 7  News, Jan. 10, 19 30, p. 2 ;  June 6, 1930, p. 6 ;  Sept. 19, 19 30, 
p. 3. --
18Ibid., Feb. 1 7 ,  1 9 3 3 ,  p. 2; Sept. 29, 19 33, p. 1. 
19 Ibid., Jan. 13, 19 3 3, p. 3; Feb. 10, 19 33, p. 2 .  
20 Interview, March 23, 19 7 8. 
21Ibid. 
22 Ibid. 
23Ibid. 
2 4Ibid. 
33 
2 5 Jan. 16 , 1930, 2. News, p. 
2 6Ibid., Jan. 2 ,  1947 ,  p. 2. 
2 7Ibid. , Dec. 17 ,  19 5 9 ,  p .  1. 
2 8Interview , Aubrey Sherwood , Feb. .3 , 19 79 .  
29 . Memorial Address es and Other Tributes in the Congres s of the 
United States ·on the Life and Contributions of Karl E .  Mundt, Ninety­
Third Congres s ,  Second Ses sion, {Washington , D. C. : U .  S. Government 
Printing Office , 19 74 , )  p. v. 
30 Interview, Feb. 3 ,  19 7 9 .  
3�ews, June 4, 19 56 , p. 1. 
32 Interview , Feb. 3 ,  19 7 9. 
33 Interview , March 23, 19 7 8. 
34Ibid • . 
35 1 · F b 3 19 7 9  nterv1ew, e • , . 
36 Colonel McCormick , Chicago Tribune , pioneered this headline 
s tyle . 
37 News, April 19 , 19 6 2 ,  p. 1 .  
38rnterview , Feb . 3 ,  19 7 9. 
39News-, May 23 , 1930 ,  P ·  1. 
4oibid. , Aug . 15 , 1940 ,  P •  1. 
41Ibid . ,  Aug . 3 ,  19 5 0 , p .  1. 
42Ibid . ,  Sept. 8 , 19 60 ,  p .  1 .  
43Ibid . , June 18 , 19 7 0, p. 1. 
44rbid., Jan. 10 , 19 63 , p. 2 .  
45collected comments of Dale Coughlin, Craig Munger , Bert C. 
Stewart , Marie Langland and Randy Bohn, all former employees of Aubrey 
Sherwood . 
46rnterview ,  John Sittner, Feb. 15 , 19 7 9 . 
34 
47 Interview , Gerry S turges , Feb. 16 , 1 9 7 9. 
48Ibid. 
49 News , Oct . 18, 1 9 7 3 , p . 1 .  
50 Ibid. , Oct. 18, 19 7 3, p .  2. 
51 
. 
Sherwood, De S met Yesterday and Today , p .  119. 
5 2Ibid., p . 120 . 
35 
3 6  
CHAPTER I I I  
THE PROMOTION OF HARVEY DUNN 
Harvey Dunn was bigger than life t� a young Aubrey S herwood, who 
watched the native son's artistic career · through the pages of the 
Saturday Evening Post and other popular publications of the day . Dunn 
was a Kingsbury County native and was born on a farm south of Manchester 
and west of De Smet . 
As a popular illustrator of adv�rtising and fiction stories of the 
day, it was easy f or hometown people to watch Dunn's progress . S herwood 
said, "I grew up watching those [ the magazine illustra tions ] and was 
somehow influenced by them . "1 C .  P .  Sherwood carried several accounts 
of Dunn and his work in The News, mostly reports from relat ives that 
probably were not accurate, S herwood said . While Aubrey was in S t .  
Paul attending airplane mechanic's school during World War I ,  he 
remembered that the Minneapolis Tribune had carried a long feat ure 
story about Dunn, the war artist . 
A Friendship Grows 
It was several years af ter Aubrey returned to The News that he 
thought about approaching Dunn to speak at Old S ettlers Day, the big 
June 10 celebration in De S met . He got Dunn's address from a Dunn 
relative and wrote to him . Dunn answered immediately and came by tra in . 
S herwood remembered, "We sat on the front porch until l�ng after mid­
night, me listening to him tell war stories . "2 Dunn returned to 
De Smet almost annually after that first visit and always stopped at 
Aubrey and Laura S herwood ' s  for coffee and cookies. 
On about the third year Dunn visited De Smet, he came b.y car with 
a mattress and cooking utensils, camping. along the way. 
S herwood recalled: 
He ' d  pull off the highway a half mile or so, find 
a creek or hill he ' d  like and ask at the farmhouse 
whether he could sleep · there. Most often he could. 
And he ' d  probably come away with some fresh eggs and 
cream. He loved most people e 3  
. 
After some years , Dunn was invited to the S herwood house for 
S unday dinner and was told not to come too early since the S herwoods 
3 7  
attended church unti� after noon. "Laura left church right after choir 
to get there before Harvey. When she got to the house, there be was 
stretched out on the davenport sound asleep. He ' d  been out walking 
4 · since six o ' clock, " S herwood recalled. 
Dunn ' s  wife came with him to De Smet twice. S he came for a short 
time dur�ng the fourteen weeks he was in De Smet during the exhibition 
of his forty-two paintings in 19 5 0. "She once thanked me for what I 
had done for her husband. When he died she wrote us notes and letters, 
and when we could no longer read her handwriting, she would call, " 
Sherwood said. 5 
Mrs. Dunn was a wealthy woman whose family owned DuPont stock, and 
Dunn would often make light about "Tulla ' s  small change." 
38 
The Exhibit 
It was the exhib it of Dunn's paintings in De S met that f inally 
cemented the collection's staying in South Dakota. Dunn realized that 
he had accumulated too many paintings and was looking for a home for 
them late in the 1940s. He told Sherwood: " I  guess I ' d  better hunt up 
a lawyer. You know I'm accumulating too many paintings and if some-
thing should happen to me the government would be pretty hard on Tulla's 
small change." 6 That conversation · tipped S herwood of f that Dunn wanted 
his paintings to have a permanent home in South Dakota. 
On one of his trips to De Smet, Dunn went to Mitchell to meet with 
members of the Friends of the Middle Border at Dakota Wesleyan Univer-
sity. One of that group's members was a classmate of Dunn, and it was 
that connection that got Dunn to look at the university. He donated 
two or three paintings to the group. The Friends proposed constructing 
a building to house the Dunn paintings. Sherwood recalled, · "He said, 
'You build it and I'll give you thirty paintings to hang there.' They 
never did it . " 7 
In May 1950, Aubrey and Laura were in New York visiting S herwood's 
brothers . They called Dunn and visited him at his Tenafly, New Jersey, 
home. While there they viewed the paintings on display in his home. 
S herwood explained: 
I said I wish the people back home could see what I 
see. He said: 'Aubrey, everyone wants an exhibit. But 
no one has a wall to hang paintings on. What have you 
got?' I thought, well, we've got the new auditorium 
there. 'Auditorium. Aub, isn't it a gymnasium? You 
can't hang pictures on bleachers.' Well, I thought, t hat 
didn't last very long. But then he said : 'Masonic Temple 
across the street from the telephone of fice. Didn ' t  that 
used to be a church? '  I said , yes. 'Well , churches have 
walls in between t he windows , '  he said. So I tried t o  
guess what the size was. 'If it ' s  the same building that 
I think it is , I ' ll
8
give you more pictures than you can 
hang on t he walls.' 
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Several days later Dunn flew into De Smet , looked over the building 
and returned to his home. The News reported : "The · showing was sug-
gested to Mr. Dunn some weeks ago , and he responded wi.th an off er of 
' 9 whatever number of canvasses might be shown here." The canvasses were 
scheduled to arrive in t ime for the 70th annual Old Set t lers Day obser-
vance , and on May 2 3 , 1 950 ,  four large cases containing the forty- two 
Dunn paintings arrived , all of them framed • .  "Mr . Dunn has f ramed , 
crated and shipped this large collection at his own expense as a contri-
1 0  but ion to the anniversary occasion , "  The News report ed. 
Aubrey , Laura and Dunn's sister Caroline uncrated t he pictures and 
hung them in the Masonic Temple for the showing , which was to begin 
June 10 without admission charge. Some 1 , 500 persons viewed the exhibit 
during the Old Set tlers celebration.11 
In July , Sherwood invited several editors to De Smet to view the 
paintings and to meet Harvey Dunn. Two wrote about him when they 
returned home. Bruce Campbell of the Huronite ( now the Huron Daily 
Plainsman) wrote about Dunn in his personal column. C harles Mitchell of 
the Brookings Register came , telling Sherwood he wasn't sure he even 
liked art or artists. But Mitchell was later to wri te: 
Some artists are entirely human. I'm thinking about 
Harvey Dunn. At the invitation of the Sherwoods , my Lady 
and I went over to De Smet the . other evening to see his 
paintings which have been on exhibition there. He's so 
thoroughly human you'll find yourself calling him Harvey 
if you aren't careful. Big framed man . He insis ts he 
was born out there on the Dunn homestead south and west 
of Manchester about in 1884 . But he could easily pass 
for 15 years younger . And completely informal. He even 
pronounces art the way it is spelled rather than 'aht. ' 
No fus s  and feathers about �is work. He just does it 
because he wants to do s o . 1 
· 
Mitchell's ass essment of Dunn must have pleased Sherwood , f or he 
wrote following the editors' visit : "I had hoped in s.uggesting the 
editors gather here, that they might meet the artist--to know the man 
13 is to further appreciate his work . n 
-
Meanwhile, not a week went by while the Dunn pictures were 
exhibited that The De Smet News did not carry at least one story about 
it . Some were reprints of publicity given the exhibit b y  other news-
papers . And stories were wri·tten about the number of visitors to the 
exhibit . The number who came greatly exceeded expectations . By 
August 10, 1950, 3, 51 8 persons had registered. When the exhib it had 
been up nine weeks, it was estimated that 10, 000 visitors had come . 14 
The Gift to South Dakota 
During the exhibit it s·eemed to Sherwood that Dunn wanted the 
paintings to stay in South Dakota, and that Mitchell was the most 
likely spot since the Friends of the Middle Border had already 
approached the artist . 
Sherwood related the s cene: 
Three or four of those Mitchell men came and visited 
him in the lobb y, b ut I don't rememb er them look�ng at 
the paint�ngs . Then the editor of the Mitchell weekly 
editorialized that when the exhibit was over it was 
40 
assumed that the paintings would come to Mitchell . 
Harvey came and shouted at me : 'You see this ? What do 
they think I am , a circus ? 1 15 
41 
With that outburst  Sherwood could see the paint ings were no t going 
to Mitchell .  He called the principal o� the Huron High S chool .  The 
school could accep t  a couple of the Dunn· prints , but Dunn would no t 
hear of it . "Aubrey , I appreciate your interes t and devo tion . I know 
what you ' ve go t in mind , but s cattere� paintings don ' t make a collection . 
They ' re no t going to be s cattered . " 16 
Dunn no t only was a Sou th Dako �a native , he had received his early 
art training at South Dako ta S tate College . He later received art 
training in Chicago , became an illus trator for Saturday Evening Pos t  
fiction s tories , d id advertising ar t for the Pos t  and o ther publica-
t ions , was a World War I Army artist and painted a number o f  subj ects , 
including nudes . He is best  known for his paintings o f  p ioneer life in 
South Dako ta .  
All these fac tor s , no doub t , influenced Dunn in choos�ng a place 
for his paintings . While the artis t  was wres tl�ng with where the 
paintings would come to res t ,  the president of South Dakota S tate 
College , Dr . Fred Leinbach , came to vis it the exhibit , Dunn and Sher-
wood . Af ter seeing the paintings and talking with the men , Leinbach 
offered space in Pugsley Union at S tate College . Dunn went to the 
college and looked over the offered building and returned to De Smet . 
"'I know it ' s a b ig disappointment to you , Aubrey • . If this building [ the 
Masonic Temple ] were available , they could s tay here . This is good 
h ' '  D " d  1 7  enoug , unn sa1 • Thirty-seven of the Dunn paint�ngs went to S tate 
4 2  
College , two went t o  the D e  Smet Library , one was re turned t o  its owner 
in New Jersey , and one was given to Sherwood . 
Sherwood wro te : 
The announcement of the week will be received grat e­
fully by thousands o f  South Dako tans , who through the 
weeks of showing have ins is ted that . · thes e  great canvass es , 
particularly the ones depicting �ioneer life on the 
prairie , should be in the s tate . 8 . 
Trucks came from the college to get the paint�ngs , and when Dunn 
saw that the trucks were open and not covered , as he had been promised , 
he almo s t  backed down from making th _e donation to the s tate . But he 
gave in and went with the trucks to oversee the unloading . The 
Sherwoods , and Dunn ' s  sis ter Caroline , went �ith him . 19  
I t  was with great personal satisfaction that Sherwood s aw the Dunn 
paint ings harbored at his alma mater . In an editorial concerning the 
Dunn gift he wro t e :  
I t  i s  our fur ther privilege , however , t o  j oin with 
all the people of the s tate in the permanent pos s es s ion 
of the paintings , now that they have been put in keeping 
of the college , and we can always have the satisfact ion 
of knowing tha t the showing here made the canvas ses known 
and des ired , and at leas t further , if not actually mad e  
pos s ible , the acquis ition which i s  now South Dako ta ' s . 20  
Dunn ' s  Career Ends 
While in De Smet for the exhibit , Dunn went to Roches t er , 
Minneso ta , where doc tors diagnos ed cancer . He returned to his home 
with the knowledge , as he expressed it , that " the sands are runn�ng 
out . 1 1 21 Dunn was treated for cancer over the next two years . He had 
surgery at Mayo Clinic and was being treated in Chicago according to 
43 
Chris tian Sc ience precep t s  when , on June 9 ,  195 2 ,  Aubrey Sherwood 
accep ted for his longtime friend an honorary Doctor of Fine Art s  degree 
22 
from South Dako ta S tate College . On Oc tober 29 , 1 95 2 , Dunn died at 
his home in Tenafly , New Jers ey . A page one ob ituary in The News no ted 
Dunn ' s  career as outlined in a New York Times s t�ry . It also told of 
his exhibit in De Sme t in 1950 and his donation to the s tate of thirty­
. i 23 seven paint ngs . 
In an editorial , Sherwood wrote : 
The death of Harvey Dunn came as a personal los s  to 
friends in Kingsbury County , these including a number who 
knew him as a farm boy south of Manches ter and many more 
who had come to know him from his visits o f  the las t 
quarter o f  a century . Knowledge that he was serious ly 
ill had 
·
saddened some of us for months before word came 
that his life and work were over-- that huge hand that was 
so bold and yet so delicate with a brush would not again 
touch canvass . 
His career had been followed here since he lef t the 
farm to become an ar tis t . For many years there was the 
weekly ques tion of "what does Harvey Dunn have in The 
Pos t this week?" His hab it of returning here almo s t  
every sunnner • • •  renewed interes t in him and widened his 
acquaintance • • • 
We came to know that the experience of tha t summer 
was a great satisfac tion to Harvey Dunn • • •  
• • • it seems to me he came back to Sou th Dako ta and 
let us know him and appreciate him--when he didn ' t have 
to . He had made his name , enj oyed fames as an illus tra­
tor for the leading magazines and as a teacher of art . . • 
Yet he came back--returning again and again , of ten s taying 
for weeks . He loved the prairie and its people . 2 4  
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The Promo tion Continues 
Death ended the friendship of Aubrey Sherwood and Harvey Dunn , but 
it did not lessen the love Sherwood had for the man and his work , nor 
did it less en the pace with which he promoted the artis t .  For the 
people of the De Smet area would read about HarVey Dunn over the next 
twenty-f ive years almo s t  every time anything was published about the 
artis t , if it came to Sherwood ' s  at tention , and they would be informed 
of every newswor thy happening that involved Dunn . 
In October , 1953 , f ive of Dunn ' s  paintings were reproduced in color 
in the Minneapolis Tr ibune Picture magazine ; And in 1954  a showing of 
C .  H .  Russeli ' s  paintings in Omaha , Nebraska ,. gave Sherwood a lead for 
an exposition of Dunn ' s  contributions to Wes tern art . Later in 1954 
plas tic name plates were fas tened to the Dunn paintings at  S tate 
College , and New England painter Grant Reynard visited the college and 
De Sme t to dis cuss Dunn ' s  works . Ano ther report no ted that Ar thur 
Mitchell , Trinidad , Colorado , a s tudent of Dunn , had vis ited De Sme t to 
see the countrys ide where Dunn had grown up . And s till later in 1954 a 
S 11 b 11 . d d f . h D · · 25 tate Co ege u etin wa s pro uce eaturing t e unn paintings . 
In 19 57 , Sherwood , in an editorial , raised the ques t ion of what 
could be done to honor b o th Dunn and Laura Ingalls Wilder (his interes t 
in Wilder lore began to grow publicly with her death in 195 7 ) , s ince 
all that was in the De Smet area was a marker eas t of town no ting the 
two had lived in the area . By 1958 a plaque honoring Dunn was erec ted 
along �ighway 14 near Manches t er ,  the town closes t to Dunn ' s  birth-
26 
place . 
William McLean , S tamford , Connecticut , donated a Dunn nude to 
S tate College in 1959 . The nude hung in The De Smet News office for 
several weeks and was then transferred to Pugsley Union � 2 7  
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In 1961 , a 19 43  Dunn painting of Fred Wright , the country printer , 
was made into a color print at S tate College . And in 1962  seven more · 
paintings from various sources were added to the S tate College co llec-
tion . Sherwood edi torializ·ed on the addition , saying the paintings 
would surely at trac t more vis itors to oo th Brookings and De Smet 
because of the high interes t in the -prairie painter . 2 8  
While interes t i n  Dunn ' s works exis ted ,  many who saw them did no t 
have the hig� appreciat ion or love for them that Sherwood had . Mos t  
Dunn paint ings are large , and his brush strokes are equally large and 
rough looking on close inspection . Paintings from his war p eriod are 
somber . His paintings of pioneers are rough-hewn , without j oy ,  and 
depic ted the harshnes s  of prairie life . 
Sherwood no ted in an editorial that the paintings were somet imes 
appreciated by returning s tudents who remembered seeing them while 
attending S tate College . " I t  is so with all his tory and heri�age--
29 appreciation is to come s lowly , be acknowledged belat edly , "  he wro te . 
Repor ts of int eres t in Dunn continued to dot the pages of The News . 
In 1963 South Dako ta Cherry Blossum Princess Mary Felker of Madison 
presented an es say in Washington , D .  C . , on "Harvey Dunn--The Prairie 
Painter . 11 30 In 1965  a lB:rge page one reproduction of Dunn ' s  "I am the 
Resurrection and the Life" was run in The News . The only apparent 
reason to use the reproduc tion was that it was the is sue j us t  b efore 
. 31 
Eas ter . 
In 1968 a movie made by John Whalen at S outh Dako ta S tate Univer­
sity premiered in De Smet with a free showing . The movie included an 
interview with Sherwood concerning his long as sociation with Dunn .
3 2 
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In 19 70
.
Sherwood gave page one display to a s tory concerning a 
reques t before the South Dako ta legislature for funds to res tore sixteen 
Dunn paintings being des troyed by heat and lack of humidity at South 
Dako ta S tate Universi ty . And in 1971 .a state his torica� group vis ited 
Dunn ' s  b irthplace near Manches ter . In 1972 Dunn was fea tured in the 
VFW magazine , and pictures from his J.lorld War I paintings were 
33 
reproduced . 
And in 19 7 5  a page one s tory related a showing of Dunn paintings 
at Chadds Ford , Pennsylvania , where twenty-four paint�ngs from the 
South Dako ta S tate University collec tion and one from Sherwood ' s  
personal collec tion were shown . 
34 
Dean Cornwell , muralis t and illus trator who was a friend of Dunn , 
wro te to Sherwood :  " I  wonder if you can unders tand the appreciation 
Harvey Dunn has had for the space you ' ve given him in the home town 
35 
newspaper . 
I t  seems apparent that , whether appreciated or no t ,  the newspaper 
space was given as unselfishly as the artis t bes towed paintings upon 
his publisher friend . 
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CHAPTER IV 
THE PROMOTION OF LAURA INGALLS WILDER 
To read The De Smet News from the �ime of Laura Ingalls Wilder ' s  
death in 195 7 unt il Sherwood c eased publishing the newspaper in 19 7 7  
is t o  read the his tory o f  the development o f  Wilder heritages (heritage 
is a term Sherwood uses interchangeably with legacy to describ e  the 
his torical s ignificance of Wilder and Dunn to De Smet)  ·an4 the touris t  
indus try in D e  Smet � Sherwood was ac tively invo lved in promo ting that 
indus try through both his newspaper and personal appearances . 
It was perhaps a na tural thing that he would become involved in 
promo ting Mrs .  Wilder and the literature she produced about the De Smet 
area . The j ourney wes tward of his mo ther ' s family paralleled that of 
the Ingalls family ; they l ived neighbors to one ano ther in Walnut 
Grove , Minneso ta , where his mo ther taught school in Currie at the age 
of fifteen . Her brother George s tayed with the Ingalls family during 
the hard winter of· 1880 j us t  af ter they moved to De Smet . And a cous in 
of Sherwood--Ar thur Kingsbury Mas ters--was the f irs t child born in 
1 
De Smet . He was born in the Ingalls s tore . 
There are o ther family ties as well . Carrie worked for Carter 
Sherwood at The De Smet News as a printer . The families l ived near one 
ano ther in De Smet . 
Sherwood remembers : 
The Ingalls did no t indulge in any social activity . 
I don ' t recall they were ever in our house . Dad worked 
with Carrie , they attended ou.r church . We knew them 
all . My grandmo ther was once pictured with Ma (Carol ine) 
(J I 
Ingalls . They weren ' t  very popular . Some of  the neigh­
bors hardly knew them. They kep t to themselves .  They 
were s turdy people who lived alone . 2 
Laura Ingalls was no t a part of the De Smet connnunity while 
Aub rey Sherwood was growing up . She had married Almonzo Wilder and 
50 
lef t  De Sme t the year Sherwood was born-�1894--and wro te her f ir s t  book 
about the area in 1939 after a summer visit . 
Sherwood f irs t met the author in . 19 39 at the f if t ie th anniversary 
of Old Settlers Day . She was invited to the celebratio·n as a _daughter 
of the town ' s  earl iest  set tler . And although she had wri t t en some 
magazine and newspaper articles , he said , there was little int eres t in 
her at that time as an author . 3 
The Promot ion Begins 
There �as l it tle in The . News about Mrs . Wilder prior to 1949 , 
except for announcements o f  her lates t books . When her husband , 
Almanza Wilder , died October 23 , 1949 , in Mans field , Missouri , a page 
one obituary appeared in The News recounting the fact . they had lived 
in De Smet prior to 189 4 . 4 
Af ter Almonzo ' s  death , appearances of the Wilder name in The News 
became more f requent . 
In 1950 , while the Dunn exhibit was in the Masonic Temp le , Sherwood 
wrote this editorial : 
I t  was a couple , b eyond middle age as she had 
f inished 29 years of teaching , traveling from their home 
in Los Angeles by car on a three month ' s  tour of the 
United S tates , and they had routed themselves through 
De Smet , South Dako ta ,  to see the locale of these wonder� 
ful books for children writ ten by Laura Ingalls Wilder . 
I 
They visited the pos t office and were sent to The News , 
for the editor to show them the places ment ioned in the 
Little House series . They were int eres ted in the Harvey 
Dunn paintings , of course , and spent hours there in an 
overnight s top , the next morning driving to look at Lake 
Henry and Spirit Lake before they said thanks and good­
bye . Lovely people and they enj oyed their vis i t  here . 
Within an hour a party of four , parents and two children 
in their early teens came to the o frice : They wanted to 
know what we knew about the Laura Ingalls Wilder s to ries , 
had driven this way from Washington state to New York 
C ity . In the trip about town they took pic tures ,. re­
called the s tories o f  ·pioneer li�e here--were pleased to 
learn of the Dunn exhibit and spent some time there 
before cont inuing on their way . rt was later in the . 
af ternoon that a woman and her daughter called--interes ted 
in the anniversary issue of The News as they had b een told 
it had something in it  about Mrs .  Wilder . The woman had 
taught school south of Cedar Rapids , Iowa , and had read 
the books to her pup ils . Yes , they had been to s ee the 
paintings , surprised to find such a treat in De Smet . 
Not such an unusual experience , this , for while the 
Dunn paintings have exceeded by far the vis itations Mrs . 
Wilder ' s books bring , there is scarcely a week in the 
sunnner but someone mentions them , some family s tops here 
because of them . So it does seem ·that De Smet , with the 
encouragement of all Kingsbury county , might well make 
more of its famed former residents , including Rose Wilder 
Lane (Laura Ingalls Wilder ' s  daughter) , of cours e . 5 . 
It  was the f irs t of many such editorials he was to write during 
the next twenty-s even years . He never gave up on encouraging De Smet ' . 
res idents to make more of the town ' s  heri�ages . I t  was encou�agement 
he never felt was too op enly accepted . And if De Smet residents did 
not know about Mrs .  Wilder , her works and what the town ' s newspaper 
pub lisher thought the community should be doing to cap italize on the 
s ituation , it had to be because they were no t reading the paper . 
Hard'!y a month went by when there was not something in The News about 
Mrs .  Wilder . 
51 
A March 21 , 1951 , report no ted that a radio drama "The Long 
Winter , "  was present ed on the Hallmark Playhous e .  I t  was the firs t 
6 .. reported dramatization of  Laura Ingalls Wilder ' s  works . 
52  
In 19 5 2  The News added the sl
,
ogan , . "Little Town on the Prairie , "  
to its pos tage meter . And later that year i t  reported on the number of 
persons inquiring abou t  Laura Ingalls Wilder and the Little House books . 
Reports mention only visitor s but no specific numbers , a prac tice 
Sherwood obs erved almos t  to the end of his publishing career . 7 
In 1952 Sherwood wro te to Mrs . Wilder inviting her and her daughter 
to again attend Old Settlers Day . In a longhand letter , she replied : 
Dear Aubrey Sherwood , 
Thank you so much for your invitation to Rose and Me 
for Old Set tlers Day . If  I were only able I would be 
delighted to visi t  De Smet at that time , but  Dr ' s  orders 
are that I mus t  keep quiet and when I disobey him it  puts 
me in bed . So it  is not possible for me to make the trip 
and s tand the excitement however great the pleasure would 
be . 
Things from our old home were scattered as were 
Carrie ' s  later and I do no t know what has become o f  them . 
Some were sent me and those are in the museum o f  
S tate His torical Society at Pierre . 
I would s o  love to see Dakota again . Please g ive my 
bes t to enquiring friends . 
With kindes t regards to yourself and family . 
Yours S incerely 
8 Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Determined to make the mos t  of De Smet ' s heritage , Sherwood con-
tinued to use the newspaper to promo te Mrs . Wilder even if he could not 
arrange her personal appearance . As he had done in promo t iµg Harvey 
Dunn , he did no t le t any publ ished material about the author pas s  him 
by without republication in The News . 
And so there appeared an account of an Indiana s choo l  teacher ' s  
evaluation o f  Mrs . Wilder ' s writing . A � tory from The New York Times 
no ted that one-half million children had ·now read the Little House 
books . And The Horn Book , a magazine devoted to children ' s  books , 
featured the Wilder books and included a quo te from the June 6 ,  1930 , . 
is sue of The News concerni g the his tory of the Ingalls . and Wilder 
families . 9 
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In 1954 , I .  P .  Myers and his wif e ,  De Smet residents , visited Mrs .  
Wilder at her Mansf ield , Missour i ,  home . She was 86 a t  the time and 
the s tory in The News recounted the circums tances of the vis it  and a 
his tory of Mrs . Wilder ' s  moving to Mansf ield from De Smet in 1894 . 10 
Sherwood himself never visited Mrs .  Wilder at her Mis souri home . 
He once stopped there to s ee her , but the author was vis iting in 
California at the time .
11 
Sherwood never again at temp ted to visi t  
Mrs . Wilder before her death in 1957 . 
The Forma tion of the Memorial Society 
By 1955 a number of De  Smet res idents were �eginn�ng t o  unders tand 
the value to De Smet of being mentioned in Mrs . Wilder ' s  books . And 
Sherwood b egan to ask what could be done to honor her . S ome sugges ted 
that S ilver Lake , drained in the drought of the 1930s , be  r ej uvenated . 
Others s.uggested r econs truc tion 
of the homestead s it e . Neither proj ect 
seemed pos s ible . O thers in the community sugges ted that the dus t  
5 4  
j acket from the book , L • ttle Town on the Prairie , b e  mad e  into a highway 
s ign for direc tion of touris ts . 12 Nothing was ever done · wi th S ilver 
Lake , and no highway sign from a dus t j acket was ever erec ted . S imple 
highway s igns were erec t ed , and his toric sites were marked af ter the 
formation of the Laura Ingalls Wilder Memorial Group in 195 7 .  
That was a year of activity . Laura �ngalls Wilder celebrated her 
ninetieth b irthday February 7 ,  19 5 7 , and died February 11 . Her ob it­
uary appeared on page one f The News . 13 
A page one s tory in May told of.. Sherwood ' s  effort to gather 
material about Mrs . Wilder t have on file at The News . His efforts did 
no t go unno ticed . Mr . and M ·s &  Ed May came into The News offic e  and 
told Sherwood that they owned a quarter section of land on which the 
Ingalls homes teaded . They told Sherwood that if he could get something 
together to connnemorate the site , they would donate it . 14 
A week later The News r ported plans to attach a plaque to a 
boulder that would be erec ted at the homes tead s ite . This report pre-
ceded by more than a week the formation of a formal group to handle the 
. 15 connnemoration . 
I t  was on May 2 7 , 1 95 7 , that a group of interes ted persons from 
De Smet met to form an organization to mark and pres erve the s ites that 
Mrs .  Wilder ment ioned in her books . The firs t mee ting was held in the 
city library , and the organization was called the Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Memorial Group . Aubrey Sherwood was elec ted its firs t pres ident .
16 
Sherwood recalled : 
I can ' t believe we s tarted the society at that time . 
Up to that time I was all alone . But then we did . We 
had to be educated . We were s tumbling along . There 
wasn ' t  a publicis t in the group excep t me . We all had . 
read the books , but we had no plan . Like Topsy , we 
grew . '17  
Erect ion of the boulder and plaque was the firs t s igni ficant pro-
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j ec t  of the newly organiz ed group . The ·boulder was taken f rom the farm 
of John Knudson , three miles south of Spirit Lak� , and transpor ted to 
the Ingalls homes tead s ite by the Nat ional Guard and the county highway 
workers . A base was cons tructed for the boulder and the plaque was 
mounted . , 18 ·I t  was dedica ed June 10 , 1958 . The b oulder its elf had no 
apparent s ignif icance o ther than tha t it  was large and of a shape easy 
to mount on a concrete base . The plaque marks the homes tead site , the 
firs t of eigh.teen sites of impor tance to the Ingalls while they lived in 
De Smet that have been identified by the Wilder Memorial Society . 
The Society Grows 
As a fund raising proj ec t ,  a circular was sent to all .South Dakota 
schools asking them to j oin the Wilder group by contributing two 
dollars . The schools received certificates of merit  for the contribu-
t ion . Money raised through the proj ec t was used to pay the group ' s  
half of the cos t of having the boulder erec ted . The s tate his torical 
society paid the o ther half .
19 
The group ' s  second proj ect was to place ne� grave markers at the 
De Smet Cemetery , burial s ite of Mr . and Mrs . C .  P .  �ngalls , Carrie ,  
Mary and a son o f  Laura and Almonzo Wilder . There was intens e touris t  
20 
interes t in seeing the �ngalls_ graves · 
By 1959 Sherwood was ab le , in an editorial , to refer to an Argus­
Leader editorial calling De Smet a touris t attrac tion along Highway 
14 . 21 The heri tage of Laura Ingalls Wilder was beginning to grow and 
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gain s tatewide recogni tion . But growth �as s low at firs t ,  and Sherwood 
attemp ted to maintain and promote interes t through the pages of . The 
News . 
Interes t in Mrs .  Wilder was also growing elsewhere . Her home in 
Mansf ield , Mis souri , was made into a shrine . And a his torical marker 
no t�ng Mrs .  Wilder ' bir thplace in P�pin , Wis consin , was erec ted in 
19 6 2 . Aubrey and Laura Sherwood attended the dedication ceremonies at 
P . 22 ep in . 
The schools that provided the Wilder group with its f irst  f inances 
also provided the town with many of its vis itors . Sherwood always spoke 
o f  numbers of vis itors in vague terms , apparently because there was no 
official regis try . Touris ts s topped at . The . News office to inquire 
about Mrs . Wilder , and it was the barbershop across the s tree t from The 
News that firs t alerted o ther townspeople to the out-of-s tate cars that 
23 
were s topping each day . 
The News apparently was one of a limited number of places to which 
vis itors could go for accurate information about the Ingalls family or 
places mentioned in Mrs . Wilder ' s  books . Sherwood began edi torializing 
in 1964 about the apparent lack of knowledge of many De Smet res ident s 
about their heritage . He said many recent vis itors had talked to local 
res idents who poss es sed lit tle knowledge of Laura Ingalls Wilder , and 
he �rged local res idents to know their his tory well . "And then there 
5 7  
are those local res idents who ques tion The News mentioning the heritages 
of De Smet so o ften ,  he concluded . 24 
In 1964 the Laura Ingalls Wilder Memorial Group was reo_rganized and 
incorporated to b ecome the Laura Ingalls. Wilder Memorial Society , Inc .
25 
And in 1965 the society erected plaques o·n his toric buildings in 
De Smet--those buildings mentioned in Mrs . Wilder ' s  books--in an effort 
2 6 " 
to aid vis itors to "The Little Town on the Prairie . "  
The Wilder Society in 1967  purchased the surveyor ' s shanty and 
res tored it to look as it did when tbe Ingallses lived in i t . The 
shanty is mentioned in On the Shores of S ilver · Lake . 2 7  
The year 1967  marked the one hundredth anniversary o f  Mrs . Wilder ' s  
birth . The Wilder Society met to coordinate a b irthday celebration 
throughout the community . 
Sherwood editorialized : 
The ob servance o f  the hundredth anniversary o f  the 
b ir th of Laura Ingalls Wilder , being observed here , is · 
actually but the second community effort in recognition 
of the tremendous contribution made to this area by i t s  
former resident , whos e  series of eight books have brough� 
thousands--uneounted thousands--to vis it their set ting , 
and made the �name of this town known around the world . 
The firs t recognition was the es tablishment o f  a 
memorial to the beloved author f ollow�ng her death--an 
accomp lishment made by a rather small group of persons 
and with the financial contributions of children and 
adults over the nat ion and even from foreign land s . 
Mos t  of the f ew hundred dollars expended for e 
memorial came from o thers than residents of the connnu­
ni ty , and in the years in which Little Town on the
_ Prairie has attrac ted people from all over the nat ion 
and foreign lands this community has no t expended a 
hundred ·dollars to further this interes t .  
Until las t summer the memorial association had but 
a few members and even with a welcomed increase in mem­
bers the to tal in lifetime dues would no t reach the 
. \  
hundred dollar f igure . "We ' re 10 years behind , in 
recogniz ing the value these books have for the commu­
nity , "  one local man said , this sent iment agreed to by 
o thers . 
With s everal p roposed development s to further the 
int eres t in those devot ed to Laura Ingalls Wilder , there 
is a natural s tarting point in the acquis ition of the 
railroad shanty of ' 79- ' 80--assumed to be the only such 
s truc ture remaining in all Dako ta from the years of lay­
ing railroad ties across  the prairies . 
The hundred th anniversary of the b irth of Mrs .  
Wilder provides an o ccas ion for s tarting the fund needed 
for this second s tep in development of our heritage 
attrac tions . An effort is to be made toward this next 
week , and it  is the hope of those who have devo ted . so  
much o f  their time and labor in acconnnodating vis itors 
through the yea.rs that there will be generous response 
in contributions . Ch ildren will give their pennies , 
quar ters and perhaps dollars ; it  is up to the adults to . 
donate larger amounts toward a mos t  wor.thy development .  28  
> 
The b irthday celebrat ion also included a b ig "cake" on Calumet 
Avenue , De Smet ' s  main s treet , where local res idents could depos i t  
their donations . There were window dis�lays and visits  to local 
schools . S imilar ob servances were held in Mansfield , Mis souri ;  
58 
Pomona ,  California ; and Aberdeen , South Dakota . The News , . in succeeding 
issues , carried more s tories and pic tures about the obs ervances , in an 
apparent effort to develop interes t .  Sherwood editorialized that the 
connnunity was finally beginning to awaken to the legacy of Wilder and 
Dunn . And the February 16 , 19 6 7 , issue noted $ 745 . 40 had b een contri­
. f d 29  buted to the shanty preservation un • 
While The News helped promote the anniversary celebration o f  Mrs .  
Wilder ' s b ir th , it also promoted itself by printing a special four-page 
issue made up of the front pages of its las t four issues , which con­
tained s tories about the celebration . That special issue sold for one 
30 
dollar per copy . 
Money from the anniversary celebration cont inued to come in , and 
the soc iety set a three thousand dollar goal for the funds needed to 
31 res tore the shanty . 
The shanty was purchased in Sep tember from Mrs . Delb ert Davidson 
of Cedar Rapids , Iowa , for $ 2 , 350 . She told the . socie ty i t  couldn ' t 
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complain about the price , Sherwood said , "since you ' ve been using it 
for years by driving people around and by pointing it out to people . "
3 2 
In addition , the anniversary celebration was the theme o f  Old 
- - -------
Settlers Day that year . Placards were provided De Smet bus inesses that 
�- �. 
told tour ists- the city library and The News were the places to go for 
. . 33 informat ion about the Ingallses and the Wilders . 
The Promo tion Continues 
But even this ac t ivity and community involvement did no t satisfy 
Sherwood . He ed itorialized in November tha t the area was s low to 
recognize the value of Wilder and Dunn , a recurring editorial theme . 
In May a page one s tory lamented the lack of pub lic ity given De Smet by 
the official s tate highway map .
34 
De Smet continued to attract tourists (although no spec ific 
figures are mentioned in news s tories ) , and places touris t s  could visit 
were frequently lis ted in The News . Rose Wilder Lane , 81 , daughter of 
Mrs . Wilder , died October 3.0 , ·1968 , and a page one ob ituary was publish­
ed in The News .
35 
The News continued , with frequent s tories , to follow the progres s 
of the number of touris ts visitl:ng De Smet . Vis itors from four teen 
60 
s tates signed the guest regis try at the shanty June 3 , 1969 . _ By the end 
of the year , one thousand persons had registered .
36  
Sherwood continued the prac tice of repub lishing s tories concerning 
the Wilders . He noted in October , 1969 , that De Smet and o ther Wilder 
s ites were detailed in a half-page s tory . -in the New York Times travel · 
3 7 s ection . 
The Pageant Begins 
In 19 70 Wilder fans and Sherwood go t something more to look forward 
to--The Long Winter Pageant . The pageant ' s  forerunners were 
.
pres ented 
in 1955 and 1968 . In 1955 a play adap ted from a 1951 Hallmark Play-
house radio scrip t was produced in the De Smet Audi torium as part of Old 
Set tlers Day . The same play was presented February 10-11 , 1968 , as part 
of an arts fes tiva1 . 38 
The outdoor pageant as it exis ts today was s·tarted in 1970 with 
financial support from the South Dako ta Ar ts Council and. was presented 
for the firs t time in 1971 . It  is presented on land bordering the 
Ingalls ' homes tead s ite , the Big Slough and S ilv�r Lake � all p laces 
mentioned_ in the book , The Long Winter , which serves as a bas is for the 
pageant . More than ten thousand persons saw it in 1 9 7 6 . Attendance 
in 1979 dropped to less than four thousand , primarily due to the gaso-
39 
l ine crisis which exis ted that summer . 
Another important event in the successful promotion of Wilder in 
De Sme t happened in 1970--William Anderson came to spend his firs t 
summer working with the society . Anderson firs t · wro te to Sherwood in 
1965 , asking for informa t ion about Laura I_ngalls Wilder and later 
informing the publisher that he and ano ther thirteen-year-old were 
forming a Laura Ingalls Wilder Fan Club .
40 
Anderson , from Flint , 
Michigan , is a grade s chool teacher who has spent every sunnner s ince 
1970 in De Smet helping the society capitalize on the touri s t  market • . 
Anderson has writ ten s ix booklets about the Wilders and the 
Ingallses from information he began collec ting when he was thirteen . 
He later became director of acquisitions for the soc ie ty and has been 
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largely respons ib le for gathering the society ' s  rather complete collec-
t ion of memorab ilia . 
"What a find he ' s  been . And o f  cours e the town doesn ' t  appreciate 
it . We have a lit tle problem on our board becaus e he ' s  so  far ahead of 
us . Where would we have been wi thout Bill Anderson b ecause we were 
j us t  puddling along ? , "  Sherwood said . 4
1 
The News continued to follow the growth of touri sm closely in 
De Smet and no ted - in 19 72 tha t cornhusk dolls were b e ing adde� to the 
souvenirs that touris t s  could purchase at the shanty . Another s tory 
no ted that "Little Town on the Prairie , "  a designation used by The News 
on its mail for years , was known throughout the world . 4 2  
The Wilder Home 
The 19 72 heritage season opened with purchase by the Wilder Society 
o f  the Ingalls home on Third S treet for four thousand dollars from Mr . 
--- -
and Mrs . Orval Chris tensen .
43 The Chris tensens had inherited the home 
from his mother and d id no t know for some time whether to sell i t  or 
62 
tear it  down . A funeral home next door to the home wanted to buy i t  and 
tear it  down for a parking lot . The society nego tiated for about a year 
and finally borrowed the money to make the purchase . The society s till 
owed three thousand dollars on it when �oger MacBride , a t torney for and 
4 4  heir of Rose Wilder Lane , offered t o  pay · off the mortgage . 
The De Smet Jaycees helped remodel the Ingalls home to accommodate 
vis itors . While tearing out a wall during the remodeling proces s ,  
Jaycees found a July 29 , 1890 , issue of · The D e  Smet Leader , a paper that 
was published by C .  P .  Sherwood , Aub!ey ' s  father . I t  contained an 
article writ ten by Eliza Jane Wilder , a s is ter of Almanza .  ' The News 
report of the find showed a p ic ture of Sherwood ' �  grandson , Bryce Bell , 
45 holding the paper his great-grandfather had published . 
The remodeling proj ec t won the De Smet Jaycees second p lace in 
s tate competition , and The News reported that accomplishment al�ng with 
46  a complete account of all that had taken place to lead to the award . 
His torical Interes t Grows 
Interes t in Wilder and Dunn and in his tory in general apparently 
was growing . 
In 1972  Sherwood edi torialized : 
Interes t in his tory ,  in old items and cus toms , s eems 
to be on the increase over the nation in recent years . 
Antiques are in demand and bringing a high price . Several 
books of old songs h�ve been published . Pictorial reviews 
of various trades are published . Shows and sales of yes-
teryear items are common . 
This county is fortunate in having acquired a cer tain 
and growing position in mat ters his torical . It didn ' t 
s tar t that way : the area was settled in a peaceful , lack­
lus ter manner by persons seeking a new home on the land or 
in business or profes sion . Entirely lacking was the 
drama and color of the mining camps , and the b ig cat tle 
and sheep operations . This is recognized by his tories 
written and published of the set tlement of the prairies 
which pass over this area with few pages devoted to i t , 
and with scant record of the people and the lives they 
led . 
·But as of ten comes from humble b_eginnings the very 
horniness of l ife on the prairies in "set tlement years 
finally came to be recognized by one of its · own . A farm 
housewife , long removed from the scenes of the settlement 
years , coming to take a pencil and tablet and write down 
for her daughter--a professional writer--accounts o f  the 
experiences of  two families in pioneering in five s tates . 
With some experience in writing for farm magazines 
she took a pencil and tab let and wrote the oddesies o f  
the two families . Search for n�w places ended for the 
parents at a town in Eas t  Central South Dako ta--then 
Dakota Territory--so the las t four books of the s eries 
had this as their setting , she giving De Smet another 
name in Little Town on the Prairie . The success of the 
series of eight books brought publication of two more 
based on diaries found after her death , so there are now 
six books with this their locale . 
A native of this  vicinity , born on a homes tead a few 
miles south of neighboring Manches ter , turned great natural 
· talent in art to become one of the leading illus trators of 
fiction in magaz ines and books , acquired recognit ion as a 
teacher , then as one of the official artis ts of World War 
I .  In more relaxed years he came to recall the p ioneering 
of Dako ta , and he painted it on canvas . 
The Wes terns of Harvey Dunn , many of them exhib ited 
at  De Smet and then given to the people of South Dakota , 
were given exposure in books and magazines , and he ac­
quired a fourth acclaim to fame . Fortune it is for this 
area so little recognized by his torians that this daugh ter 
and son of the prairies--related by marriage and apprecia­
tive of each o ther though never associated in their work-­
should have brought this area and De Smet to become widely 
known and have thousands of vis itors each year because o f  
their books and paintings . 
Interes t this summer centers in the several s ites and 
the res tored railroad shanty , the presentation of The Long 
Winter on four dates this month , and the Dunn paintings 
en display here . 
Th� area becomes hos t to the thousands who wil l  visit 
it for Old Settlers Days this coming week and four show- · · 
ings of The Long Winter in succeeding weeks . Knowledge 
63 
' I 
about the Ingalls ,  Wilder and Dunn his tories and o f  the 
s ites here is essential to being a good hos t  to these 
people ,  s ome of whom come long dis tances . 4 7  
If  local people knew little about Laura Ingalls Wilder and her 
life in De Smet , it was not because Aubr�y Sherwood was no t trying to 
educate them . The News was filled with his torical s tories and s tories· 
relating what was current ly happening to the growth of tourism in 
De Smet . 
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Total pageant attendance in 1973 reached seven thousand over a s ix-
night period , reportedly one thousand f ewer than pageant officials had 
anticipated . 48 But a s teady s tream of vis itors came to Peoples S tate 
Bank to see an exhibi t  of the original hand-written manuscrip ts of · The 
Long Winter and Thos e  Happy Golden Years , which were displayed at the 
49  
bank throughout the sunnner . 
· In an editorial at  mid-sunnner , 1973 , Sherwood prais ed the work of 
vo lunteers , helping wi th the Wilder Society ' s tours and with the 
pageant , for making De Sme t ' s  heritage such an impor tant at trac tion for 
. 50 touris ts . 
In 19 7 3 there were all kinds of activities used in promo t ing the 
Wilder legacy . The socie ty held an open house in July to dedicate the 
res tored Ingalls home on Third S treet . The home was cons truc ted by Pa 
Ingalls and lived in by family members until 1924 . William Anderson 
was credited with help�ng the growth of Wilder lore in a page one s tory 
under the headline , " Sunnner vis it of Ingalls-Wilder research , writer 
bra t heritag� additions , displays . "  A report of an �nglis� g irl who 
was interviewed in London on the Dick Cavett show about her read�ng � 
the Shores of S ilver Lake was repub lished , and ano ther item reported 
that hours at the shanty were shortened in September b ecaus e touris t 
traffic had fallen off .
51 
Televis ion Lends Promo tion Hand 
The Little House on the Prairie television series b_egan on the 
National Broadcas ting Company network in 19 74 , and Roger Ma.cBride was 
6 5  
hired t o  help i n  its  production . (MacBride was the heir o f  Ros e  Wilder 
Lane who helped the socie ty pay off �he mortgage on the Ingalls home . )  
He later lef t the series in a dispute with its producer and s tar , 
Michael Landon . 5 2  The number of vis itors to De Sme t increased dramati-
cally af ter the television series began . But Sherwood worried about the 
quality of vis itors , because they did no t know as much about the Wilders 
or the Ingallses as earlier visitors . 
He wro te : 
Television has increased the number of vis itors , but 
it has confus ed them . The show has no t · been his torically 
accurate . That ' s too bad . Senior citizen groups provide 
the mos t  trouble becaus e  they�have only information from 
the televis ion show . The people who really know and love 
the books , they purt near forget about the show . Thos e  
who read the books only a little and have liked the enter­
tainment and have nothing else to watch , they ' re more 
trouble then they are wor th becaus e they j us t  don ' t  iden­
tify wi th De Sme t . 5 3 
Absence of identity wi th De Smet has been a source of dis.agreement 
between Sherwood and the t elevis ion show ' s  producer from the very 
b_eginnl:ng . Shortly after the series s tarted , Sherwood reported on page 
one that despite the lack of mention of De Smet in the series , it mus t  
66 
be on the minds of  viewers s ince the town had played hos t to hundreds of 
5 4  
vis itors over the years . And later that year he edi torialized about 
the lack of  authenticity in the show in a piece titled "Lovers of 
Wilder books hope for filming to come to De Smet • • •  for his torical 
facts" : 
"Are they going to bring a cas t and crew to De Smet 
for a series at Litt le Town on the Prairie ? "  is a� fre­
quent question of  vis itors to De Smet , in letters and 
even in a few telephone calls , so · great is the interes t 
in the televis ion presentations of - NBC on Wednesday 
evenings .  
Even the young viewers of the productions would 
recognize that "Along Plum Creek" is no t pho tographed a t  
Walnut Grove , Minn . No such hills , no trickling brook 
over rocks , surely never such a two-s tory house �ith a 
half second floor--no t then and not now
·
. So it  can be 
concluded that the produc t ion will be made at or near 
Hollywood . 
Evidencing the deep interes t the books by Laura 
�ngalls Wilder have aroused in persons of all _ages , the 
pilo t showing on television s tarte� a flood of ques tions 
made at and to De Smet as to the possib ilities of the 
producers doing as o thers had done in bringing the cas t 
and the cameras to S outh Dako ta for the authenticity this 
would give the productions . For thousands--is it mil­
lions ?--who would follow the s eries there would be recog­
nition for Main S treet , B ig Slough , Surveyors House and 
the Ingalls home . The producers would indeed have g iven 
a por trayal unique in movie his tory . For the repor t ed 
eight millions claimed for the pilo t produc tion there 
would have a thrill far surpassing that given by Lit tle 
Hous e on the Prairie or any of the "Along Plum Creek" 
s tories . 
Sadly , thr�ugh all o f  the moving picture his tory 
that the public will watch is far more important than 
what will add to their learning while increas ing their 
interes t .  
Ignoring the p eriod his tory of the Wilder s tories 
has brought criticism-- th�ngs j us t  weren ' t like that in 
1879--but apparently moving picture privilege may be 
expec ted , cer tainly little association with Mrs . Wilder ' s 
s tories of the family . 5 5  
But despite the lack of authenticity , no one could deny it had 
spurred the interes t of the pub lic , and the number o f  vis itors to the 
shanty increased . In 19 75 some fifteen thousand vis itors regis tered . 
More than twenty thousand regis tered in i9 76 . S ix years earlier , only 
one thousand had regis tered . 5 6  Even Sherwood admit ted the televis ion 
show had helped and reported in 1957  a "flood of mail and visitors " 
since the television series s tarted . Typical to his report ing s tyle , 
he mentioned no spec ific numbers of visitors or let ters • . 5 7  
·-
Society Activity Continues 
A his torical marker was erec ted at the Wilder homes tead s ite in 
19 7 5 . Tha t was the b irthplace of Rose Wilder Lane . De Sme t was named 
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a Bicentennial Community , and Arnie S tenseth , South Dako ta B icentennial 
director , said in a let ter tha t De Smet was for tunate to have its  
Wilder and Dunn lore . Then Governor Richard Kneip spent more than two 
hours in De Smet visiting the Ingalls and Wilder s ites . A new founda-
tion was sought for the Ingalls home , and the Wilder s i tes in De Smet 
were featured in the Minneapolis Tribune ' s  Picture magazine .
5 8  
The touris t season continued s trong through Oc tob er , 19 75 , with 
seven hundred regis tered gues ts  that month . Sherwood , in a page one 
s tory , lis ted more than a dozen names of registered vis itors who came 
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from some dis tanc e . 
The number o f  vis itors was reported as heavy in 19 7 6 ,  wi th 1 , 500 
reg is tering the weekend preceding the July 14 , 19 7 6 ,  issue of The News , 
and ano ther 2 , 700 regis tered the weekend before th� · July 21 , 19 7 6 , 
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issue . It  was a rare occasion for Sherwood to mention specific numbers 
of vis itors .
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In the remaining months of his publishership , Sherwood noted how a 
p ic ture s tory of De Smet and the Wilder s.ites and pageant app eared. in 
the Decemb er 20 , 19 7 6 ,  issue of Co-op County News . And in a las t 
effort he noted that the Ingalls home would get its new foundation the 
summer of 19 7 7 . 6 1  That was the las t s tory Sherwood pub l ished about 
Laura Ingalls Wilder in The De Smet News ·. The paper was · sold March 17 , 
197 7 ,  to Dale and Lynne Blegen . 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
Aubrey Sherwood d id no t intend to become publisher of a weekly 
newspaper when he graduat ed from college in 1917 . His educat ion was in. 
agriculture ; his interes t s  during World War I were in aviation . And 
while his father was a weekly newspaper publisher , there was lit tle 
reason to b elieve he would want to b e  one : the bus iness . was no t lucra­
tive , and two older brothers had chosen o ther careers . Aubrey worked 
with his father for ten years af ter j oining the paper , and the father ' s  
influence was felt in the development of news j udgment s and editing 
s tandards the younger Sherwood would employ the res t o f  his life . 
But · the younger Sherwood was no t a carbon copy of  his father . He 
was somewhat bet ter equipped to edit  a paper . He was b e t ter educated 
than his father , and was quick to adap t new product ion techniques , and 
was an innova tor in the employment of business pract ices des igned to 
make The News more profitable , larger , and more viable as a force in the 
community . " I  want ed the paper to be larger than the town , " Sherwood 
recalled . 1 
He was basically successful in reaching tha t goal . Competing 
editors in Kingsbury County marveled at the advertis ing lineage and 
circulation The News acquired . And while the nameplate of the newspaper 
boas ted . The News was an area paper , "The County Paper of  Kingsbury , " it 
was chiefly concerned with promo ting De Smet . Rivalry among county 
towns was intense and remained intens e thrO.ughout Sherwood ' .s publish�ng 
career . 
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Witqout doubt Sherwood ' s  mos t  lasting contribution to S outh Dakota 
was his succes s ful encouragement of Harvey Dunn to bring his collec tion 
of paintings to the s tate . Dunn brought forty- two paintings to De Smet 
in 19 50 to show for fourteen weeks . From the De Smet showing the 
paintings were permanently donated to the s tate and were hung in 
Pugsley Union at South Dakota S tate College . The paintings were later 
trans ferred to the Memorial Art Center . 
Sherwood mentioned editorially that -the paint�ngs hung f irs t in 
De Smet-- the town near the b irthplace of the famed prairie painter . He 
is intensely proud that Dunn chose to h�ng his paintings in De· Smet 
during their firs t display in South Dako ta .  
He also speaks with a tear in his eye of the privilege o f  knowing 
a famed person well , and he knew Harvey Dunn well . They shared a 
friendship tha t spanned more than twenty-five years . His vo ice will 
choke when he tries to put into words how much he admired Dunn . 
It is difficult to measure how successful his attempt s  to promo te 
Dunn were . Certainly his attempts  were largely success ful during the 
showing of Dunn paintings in 195 0 . The thousands who came are tes t imony 
to that success .  But whe ther the reams of material he pub li shed in The 
News over the years following the showing had any las t ing effec t  on 
readers is imposs ible to say . Word of the painter was spread in so many 
ways o ther than thro_ugh this small weekly newspaper . 
Measuring the success of his promotion of Laura �ngalls Wilder 
faces the same difficulty : how do you s eparate his influence from the 
influence of dozens o� o ther writers , res earchers , promo ters and show­
men? 
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Sherwood was among the firs t to  recognize there was a potential 
touris t indus try in those  persons interes ted in Wilder lore . He recog­
nized that long before producers of the televis ion s eries ; he recognized 
that long before mos t  De Smet res idents did : 
But his enthus iasm for Mrs . Wilder and her works , the his tory of 
her family and of the family of Almonzo Wilder have no t been shared by 
a maj ority of De Smet residents . Many living in De Smet - wil l  admit they 
have never read the books , have no real interes t in the author or the 
his tory of their town , and are unab le to answer many ques tions put to 
them by tourists . This lack of knowledge and interes t aggravated 
Sherwood during his lo.ng career , and he tried 'for years to interes t 
local res idents in Wilder lore . In that respec t--the a t t emp t to 
encourage people to know Wilder lore and to take an interes t in the 
subj ect--The News failed in its mis sion . Little progres s was made . 
But his interes t and his editorial support have kep t a small core 
of interes ted persons dedicated to promo ting Wilder lore in De Sme t . 
Who is supporting a group that is a definite minority of the population 
is oftentimes more impor tant than the number supporting it . Sherwood 
and The News were s ignif icant suppor ters . 
Sherwood , as publ isher , reported no t only what was , but what he 
thought should b e . He frequently laced news reports with editorial 
comment . 
Sherwood knew above all else tha t a small town publisher speaks o f  
and for his community . H i s  newspaper was an ext ens ion of the man and 
reflected his b ias e s , his prej udices , and his desires . Thos e  qualities 
mus t  s trike a respons ive chord within a community for a newspaper to 
remain a viable force . For the f if ty-seven years Sherwood was editor 
and publisher of The De Smet News , there was relative harmony . 
1 . Interview ,  Feb . 22 , 19 7 9 . 
74  
APPENDIX 
C .  P .  Sherwood Obituary 
The D e  Smet News , October 25 , 19 29 
Carter P .  Sherwood , pub lisher of The De Smet . News and res ident of 
De Smet s ince 1882 , pas s ed away at S t . Mary ' s Hospital , Roches ter , 
Minn . , Friday evening after a month ' s battle to build up his health . 
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Mr . Sherwood had b een suffering from stomach troub le for about a 
year and in June had gone to Roches ter to go through the · clinic . · His 
trouble was diagnos ed as ulcer of the duodenum and he was s ent home to 
rest and diet . Af ter a gain in weight anq health and a par tial resump­
tion of his activities he was troub led so that he re turned a .month ago 
and underwent an operation . 
The opera tion showed a more serious ulcer than diagnos is had indi­
cated , but the surgeons hoped for recovery . A new opening was made for 
outlet from the s tomach . Af ter indications tha t the patient was improv­
ing there came discouragement and he was again · opera ted on Wednesday , 
Oc tober 9 ,  a tube inserted ·for direc t feeding . Even this measure failed 
to bring the response hoped for and af ter a rally over the week-end he 
b ecame weaker , to slip quietly away . 
The body was brought to De Smet by train Sunday morning and placed 
in the Masonic Temple , where it lay until 2 : 30 that af ternoon , when 
services were held from the Congregational church with W .  C .  Besselievre , 
minister off iciating . Fellow Cons is tory Masons act ed as pall bearers 
and services at the grave were by the local Masonic l�dge , with E .  F .  
Green officiating . 
Dr . and Mrs . R .  C .  Sherwood of S t .  Paul were with his father at his 
d eath , the o ther sons , Vincent M.  of New York and Aubrey H. of  De Smet 
having left af ter spending many days with h·im . Vincent was called back 
from Chicago and accompanied the body home , while Mr . and Mrs . Sherwood 
and son Neil drove . 
The deceased was the only surviving bro ther of Mrs . J .  E .  Floran of 
this city and Mr . L .  E. Whi t ing , former resident who now lives at 
Dickinson , N. D .  A niece , Mrs . L .  A. Thune , who had spent her early 
years in the Sherwood home , was unable to come from her home a t  Iron 
Mountain , Mich . Mor e  than forty relatives ga thered for the s ervices . 
Mr . Sherwood was pres ident of the s tate press association at the 
time of his death and was honored by officers of the association who 
attended s ervices Sunday . 
Pall b earers were Dr . P .  L .  Scofield , Peter J�rgenson , Charles 
Wals trom , Dr . A. E. Bos trom , N .  E .  Tackaberry and H .  O .  Frit z e! . 
Honorary pall b earers included C .  H .  Tinkham, I .  J .  Miller , Frank 
S chaub , Ed Whalen , C .  L .  Dawley � G .  E .  Mallery , Mayor J • . H .  Hall , Fred 
Clarke , D .  W. Wilmarth , H .  J .  Hamil ton , W. H .  Henney � F .  W. Wright , W .  
E .  Warner , o f  this city and members o f  the pres s , J .  F .  Halladay , 
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Iroquois ; L .  W .  Rob inson , Mi tchell ; John Cr�ig , Tripp ; William Tamb lyn , 
Miller ; Casper Nohner , Hayti ; Charles Mccaffree , Sioux Falls ; Paul 
Dutcher , Brookings ; Ernie Yule , Alexandria ; and E .  B .  Oddy , Woonsocket . 
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